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REFLECTIONS 
| Upon the Late | 


Gretear REvoLuaTION 


\ Royidence having placed me in ſo low a 
Sphere, that I have had nothing to do in 
the great Revolutions of which our Land 
has lately been the Scene 3 I muſt not pre- 
tend to judge of what has paſt : But altho 
I have not. been an Actor, I cannot ſay I have been 
altogether an unconcern'd Spectator of the great 
Changes theſe laſt Three Months have produced : 
For what I did not know in the Cauſe, I thought ] 
might yet lawfully admire in the Effects 3 which tru- 
ly have been ſo miraculous, that 'tis as much the 
Worlds-Wonder as ours : So that if ever People:had 
cauſe to apply the Words of the P/almzs?, Pal. 118. 
ver. 23. we certainly may ſay, This 3s the Lord's do- 
ing, and Im ſure it ought to be marvellous in our Eyes. 
But alas ! as1f we meant to vie Miracles, and to ſhew 
that we can be as obſtinate as God'can be gracious, 
we are ſo far from admiring, that we will neither 
own nor accept the Wonderful Dehverance that God 
has wrought for us. A fign, I fear, that we are un- 
worthy of ſo great a Mercy, while we can be fo in- 
ſenſible of, and ſo unthankful for it : And, like the 
Children of 1ſrael in the Wilderneſs, mftead of going 
on to poſleſs that Canaan God ſeems to have delign'd 
_ for. 
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forus, we are for making a Captain to return again 
into Egypt 3 and to put'our Necks ifito tht Yoke, 
which neither we'nor our Fathers weretable'to bear. 
And I wiſh our preſent Murmurings and Difcontents 
do net provoke God xo deal with us as he d14 with 
the 1ſraelztes, and ſwear that we ſhall not enter into, 
nor enjoy that Reſt we ſo deſpiſe. 

But it Paſſzve Obedience be lo neceſſary a Duty, and 
we are indiſpenſibly obliged to obey our Kings what- 
ſoeyer they be; 'the' Children of Iſrdel had certainly 
a'great deal of 'reaſon to quarrel with Myſes and Aaror, 

| for making them Rebels, depriving them of the Ho- 
nour of ſuffering tor a good Caule, and making them 
do {b many ill things. For certainly the Children of 
Iſrael were as much, and as truly the 'Subjef&ts of Pha- 
r40, as any body can be to any of our Modetn 
Kings. For they were-all botnin his Land, goverm'd 
by his Laws, 'and he and his Anceſtors had'reigned 
over them by a long Preſctiption of Four hundred 
Year 3 and if this 1s not: enough to give a King a 
Title, I doubt moſt of our Monarchs may deſpair of 
ſhewing a better. But to that I know it will be'an- 
ſwer'd, That 'twas God Almighty's 6wr Doings'; 'and 
that as Abraham might lawfully ſacrifice his' Son when 
God commanded 1t, ſo they might lawfully Rebel 
when they had' God's Authority for it 3 for God be- 
1ng the Great King, may diſpole' of 'Kingdoms 'as' he 
pleaſes. To which I fhall makeno other Retvrn, but 
rare offer this 2zcre, (which I ſhould 'be glad to 
ſee reſolved) Whether God can, Gr (ever d1d''com- 
mand an unlawful thingg ? 'For'his Propoſal to Abra- 
han was 'only for Trial; for'you ſee, he would''not 
permit him to kill 'Þ1s 'Son When it came'to 1t : But 
the 
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the Children of If4 went through with their De- 
ſign 3 therefore i+ 1a it (elf ic bad been fo great a 
Sin, he would not have commanded, much kefs afhiſted 
the I\raelttes in the Execution of it. To ſee Men 
then murmur againft God, and quarrel with Pro- 
vidence, only becayſe i would not ſuffer themto be 
oppreft as the l/raehtes were, nay deſtroy'd and ru- 
in'd ; ſeems © unaccountable a Ground for Diflatit- 
fattion, that it deſerves ta be examined into. 

And I muſt own, that I have ſo much both of 
Eſteem and Reverence tor {ome of our Difcontents, 
that I cannot think them ſo weak, as to have a Pla-- 
tazirk Love of Sujtering 3 ar fo wiltul, as to appole 
the Truth if they are convinced of it : Therefore 
\uppole they have (at leaſt as it ſeems to them) ſome 
good Reaſon, which makes them thus not only deny, 
but reliſt their own, Intereſt. And here Conſcience 
and Zeal both ſjand up tor them,.(the two beſt Cham- 
piens 4n the World when in the right, but the moſt 
unruly and :d3ngerous when in the .wrongz) and 
Conſcience «telling them they cannot comply, Zeal 
tells them they .nw{t .oppole and declare againſt 
wch Proceedings. Þut yet ;for all this, how hard a 
Task foever i1t-feems, I ſhould not fear encountring, 
nay - Overcoming theſe two, had T.not two greater 
Dyiculties:to conteſt with, that: as Prepoſſeſhon, and 
Prezudice. For we daily ſee by ſad experience, that 
People may be as, fully perſwaded of, and as zealous 
for an Error, -as tis poſlible to; be.for Truth it {elf. 
For which L need. go, no.further for- an Inſtance, than 
St. Paul, who fays,. 4s 26. 9. I verily thought with 
z1y ſelf, that I ought to do mary things contrary to the 
Name of TFeſus of Nazareth. Gt which he gives us an 
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account in the two following Verſes; Beizg (as he 
himſclf terms 1t) exceedingly Mad againſt them, But 
that we might not be ignorant what we are to aſcribe 
this extravagant Zeal and extraordinary Fiercenelſs to, 
he tells in the preceding Verſes of this 26% Chap. and 
alſo in the, 34 Verſe of the 22*, That from his Touth 
up he had been brought up in Jeruſalem, at the Feet of 
Camaliel, taught according to the perfe® manner of the 
Law of the Fathers, and was zealous towards God, as 
ze all are this day. So that 'tis very apparent, it was 
his Education that inſpired him with his Zeal. For 
the Phariſees were not only the ſtricteſt, but the moſt 
 dogmatical Sect among the Jews; and while they 
thought they, and only they, had the Law of their 
fides, they not only deſpited, but hated all that were 
not of their Opinion; and thought it not enough to 
inſtil therr own Doctrines and Principles 1nto their 
Diſciples, unlel(s at the fame time they 1mpreſt 'npon 
them an abſolute Horror and Deteſtation of all 
others : So that here was Prepoſletiion and Prejudice 
to the height; and we may ſee the Effefts of it in 
St. Pal; tor it made him proof againſt all the Mira- 
cles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, (for living in 
Feruſalem , 1t cannot be ſuppoſed but that he muſt 
both ſee and hear of them) ſo that nothing but a 
Call from Heaven it felt could convince him. But I 
ſay aot this, that I intend to apply it particularly to 
any of our T1mes, but only to ſhew 1n general the 
Linhappinets of ſuch a grounded Prepoſſeſſtion- and 
Preiudice, and the difhculty of treating with 1t, be- 
cautile Truth it felf will appear unwelcome to ſich, 
i© it comracdidt ther recaved and admired Opt- 
121ONs, 
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But after all this, it muſt be allow'd, that never a- 
ny prejudice was taken up on to juſtihable ground-, 
45 that our Church-men may have to the very ap- 
pcarance of Rebellion ; for hving in the late War, 
and feecing the diſmal Eftects of it, by the fad ruin 
1t had wrought both in Church and State, they 
might reaſonably think they could not run too far 
from ſuch pernictous Principles. But alas ! there 1s 
an extream of the other hand, which perhaps may 
be as dangerous, and therefore ought as carefully to 
be avoided. For if, hike ſome of our over Zealons 
 Reformers in the Church, who having both ſeen and 

deteſted the Errors and Superſtitions of the Church 
of Rowe, thought they were to hold nothing in 
Common with them ; 1t,I ſay, hke thefe,our State-Re- 
formers ſhould fling away and abhor and deteſt al] 
that was done 1n 41. as the one would ſoon run us 
out of our Religion as Chriſtians, ſo the other 
would out of our Birth-right and Priviledges as 
Engliſh men. But as I hope no body will reject their 
Creed becauſe believed by the Papilts ; fol think it 
would be full as unreaſonable tor a People to deſpiſe 
and deſtroy their own Rights and Liberties, becauſe 


they were aſſerted by a Company of Rebels ſo long 
ago. | 

But all this while I have been only skirmiſhing 
with ſome of their Out-Guards, their main Body 
and Strength too remains yet entire : Which I ſhall 
own invincible, if they can make out thoſe two great 
Points. Firif, That Monarchy is Jure Divine, pro- 
perly fo call'd; and Secondly, 'That it the King Com- 
mand us any thing contrary to our Laws, we are 


yet in Confcience obliged to obey, and yield Obe- 
= dence. 
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taker # To vhich Rbke | {1 cichre leave tO 
Conlider thele ewo things 3 «1157, From vwiacnoce Kings 
111 gencral do derive cher A; achority (w! Hh an- 
fwers to the firſt Point of .onarchy being Fure 
[Divino 5) 2 and Secondly, What 1s that particula Ti 
thority thar is veſted in our Kings (from which 1 hope 
ro clear the ſecend Point.) 
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© firſt of the Firſt, And fince Ae [1077018 the 
rt 17 Ween ied LO, I think ] = take a DEttoh Me- 
had, than to let Gods own W ord and Law-decide the 
Quettion. For I takeir to be inc >cit as well as the laſt 
jadge1 in {uch Pomts ; and there! el {hall confine my 
UFfto the Sacred Seripture, and bring no Proofs nor 
Argument on this fir i Head, but whut that affords me. 
And if I can from thence prove theſe Three things : 
F3rir, That V 26m 7 was not at the firſt Inſtituted 


Dy God Almi 1ghty : Secondly, That atter r Monarchy 
ACT permitted and eftably hed anon 'S rne Tews ' the | + 


"SHI Ul 1 make and ict up t their Kings + 0 Thir! ',, 
That thoſe Kings which were nanec | and appornicd 
»v God h anſelt ha. 4 not an ablolute Power. but were 
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under Conditions and Covenants : It, I fay, 1 Can 
make out theſe three things, I {hall then ſuppolc ] 
have done all that can be expected from me, a ad that 
[ have fathcicntly confuted the Fre Divino WM: 


And now when I come to treat of n iy Firje Point, 
ts poſlible ſome may expe@ that I ſhould by Hi to- 
ry trace Monarchy back to its Original icurce 5 but 
our preſent diſpute being | Whether it be Jiwre Divine 
or no? [ thought (as I ſoid befo: re) that Gods Word 
would be our beſt Guide 3 and therefore {hall COn- 
ne my ſelf to the Sacred Writ, although 1t mn't be 
own'd, that if there be any intimations at all about 
the Matter we are now in queſt of, they are for fc- 
veral Centuries fo dark and obſcure. that Negative 
Interences are the bctt Proofs we can Produce 5 blu 
if our Advclarics can bring a piece of Canonicu 
Scripture that 1s firmative on their fide, I ſhalt 
not only be very glad to {ce 1t, but allo very willins 
to ſitbmit to it 3 for Lam ſire it was never my deligrt 
to contelt either Gods Will, or Gods Word ;, and 
the latter being the fireit way ro come to the know- 
_ ledg of the former, (it being g oven us for that very 


EN: d) | hope 1t will nod be unreaſonable in me to ex- 


- pect that the Claims to Fure Divino ſhould be made 
out by exprcls Scripture, tor the Grant ought to be ve- 
ry clear that conveys fuch an inc{timable Privilege. 
Now I conceive a thing may become ba fo 
two ways Firſt, by being unmediately }iifritured by 


God CIR} and SeVON? aly. by: being ra 'S 


Commanded 5 of which the Church bor Jew and 
Chriſtian can afford us iInſrance;  amone the yhich 
I fhould reckon the Paſicver wich the Jews; and the 
B > . orgs 
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Lords Supper with the Chriſtians, they both of them 
being not only immediately Inſtituted,but alſo their ob- 
ſervation poſitively Commanded by God hinſclt. And 
although I cannot ſay I rank K7gs in that Clatlis, yet I 
do own an Order of Men to be Jrre Diviro,and tiiat 15 
the Biſhops ;, for that of 3t. Job. 17. 18. As thou haſt ſent 
me into the Wortd,even ſo jc:d Tihem into the World,leems 
to me ſo powerful, and ſo tulla Committon,that I dare 
not reject it. And when our Monarchical Men can ſhew 
me a Text of Scripture, wherein our Saviour does as 
tully make over his Regal Authority to Kings, as he 
docs there his Prophetical to the Apoſtles, I ſhall then 
certainly pay them the ſame deference. And becaute 
Examples do illuſtrate things much more than f{1mple 
Poſitions, I ſhall now ſuppole, that ſume of us of the 
Church of Zzeland went into the Indies in the Nature 
of Apoſtles, to Preach and Plant Chriſtianity among 
them 3 and fucceeding in the defign, I ſhould then 
a:k, Whether it were lawful to {ct upiwhat fort of 
Church-Government we pleasd among theſe new 
Converts, or whether they d1d not think we were 
obliged to c{tabliſh Epifcopacy 2 But of the other 
ide, ſuppoſing that we went as Conquerors, and had 
made an abſolute Conquelt of a very large Territo- 
ry. might we not then lawfully ſet up what kind of 
Civil Government we pleaſed, and ſuch as we 
thought might be moſt beneficial and agreeable to our 
new Subjects? Or are wein Conſcience mdiſpenſibly 
obliged to ſet up Monarchy where-ever we have the 
Command.although it ſhould happen to be extreamly 
diadvantageous to the State 1n its preſent Circumſtan- 
ces ? And the Anſwer that every body ſhall in ſuch a 
Cate be {ble 10 give themltelves, will I ſappoſe ſuffi- 
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ciently clear the Point of Jure Divino. Bur for all this, 
the other fide are very free to make out their Title 
r01tz5 and it they can prove that 1t was Originally In- 
{tiruted by God Almighty, or that we are poſitively 
Commanded to obey Kings excluſively to all other 
ſort of Government (for 1t that, and only that, be 
2 Divino, I concave 1t' would then be a ſin to 
ubmit to any other.) If, I fay, they can make out 


both or cither of theſe from Scripture, I yield 3 but 
till that 1s done, it may not be amiſs to ſee what Ac- 


count the Hiſtorical part of the Bible gives us of the 
beginning of Monarchy. And here it muſt on all 
hands be owned, that for the firſt Sixteen hundred 
years, that 15, the whole {pace from the Creation to 
the Deluge, there is not any mention or lealt 1nti- 
| mation of ſach a thing as a King 3 and yet according 
to the Calculation of tome of the Learned, the 
World was then as full of Peopie, and conſequently 


there was as much need of Government then as now. 


But what want there was of it, I know not 5 but thar 
there was no ſuch thing as Monarchy then 1n the 
World, we have a oreat deal ct reaſon to beheve. 


For this 1 can be very ſure of, that in the Holy Line, 


that Branch of rhe Poſterity of Noah wherem the 
Church was to be preferved, and from whence the 
Mejſjzah was to ſpring, there was no King for near 
Fifteen hundred vears after the Flood, and Vet one 


would have gueſt, that that People that were {o par-. 


ticularly tavour'd of God, that they had oy Enclo- 
fare of his other Laws and Ordinances, (as the Pſalmiſt 


tells us, P/al. 147. 19. 26. i ſheweth his word unto 


acob . = Statutes 2 Ordinances unto ljracl, He 


hath _ dealt ſo with any Nation, neither have the hea- 
the 
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then knowledee of his laws) 3 ſhould not have been ex- 


cluded for 1o many hundred years from this Jure Di- 
7in0 Ordinance, had it originally been infticruted by 
God. But that | it was not commanded to them, 1s, [ 
thmmk, pretty evident, no: on!y from their being {0 
longs withour it, but aliv from [ne very ſevere. and 
bitter Re frobfs they nec: With rom oO«zel, when 


they dehre a King, And a! ir that God had com- 
ply'd with the Yeople, in ring a King over them, 


he was yet at the expence of a Miracic, as you may 
find 1 it, 1 $4. 12. 18. to convince the Pcople of their 
fin and wy in asking one 3 who 1n the 1914 Verle, 
confels, Fe have ad: led to all our ſens ihis evil in asking 
#5 a King; which methinks 1s no very good Argu- 
ment of 1rs being Fure Divino. It's anfwered, 1 know, 
to this, That God was their King ; which doth not 
crols, but var what I fay 3 for he who is the King 
of all the Fart , did not think fit to govern them by 


KIN 19S, 


But how long ſoever it was before Monarchy was 


fet up in Iſrael, it muſt be owned, that it had a 
much {x46 admittance among other Nations ; 


for Niz2r04, who was the firſt King, at leaſt, the 
firſt we find mentioned 1n Holy Writ, did certain- 
ly begin his Kingdom 1n the Second Century after 
the Elood. Put truly the Character that 13 given 
of the Man, would not make us very much in love 
with he Or i to which 4; gave both Beginning 


ul Name ; for that his Kingdom was founded by 


Force and Viote Ce, 15 very clearly intimated 5 and. 
+3.3t Hh - FOr tha Name of the "af edt FElunter 5 by kis 
Aryy 17 "FRPp (nOt Beafts) OUC ON tHcIr k POle{uons ; 
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ror POUr Aſh, rl, the 5 OI of Jer, Who h ad tixt ] Din- 
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ſelf in the Land of Shinar, was forced to' fly for 
it, and to get him over Tigris, where indeed he 
laid the Foundation of another great Monarchy , 
that of the Aſjrians, For Nimrod carrying on his 


Kingdom by the ſame means he began it, made it 


neceflary tor ſome that were his Netghboars; to ſet 
themſelves up Kings, that they might be the better 
able. to oppoſe him : and Pride and Ambition be- 
Ing very natural to Men, cvery bedy began to aſ- 
pire to Dominion 3 ſo that in a ſhort tune cvery lit- 
tle Village and Hamlet had its particular” Morarch' : 
for we find the Land of Canaay pretty well ſtockt 


with Kings when A45-ahaw comes to ſojourn amons 


And this 1s all the Account that I can from the 


Scripture colle& of the Original of Monarchy.” Bur 
I think i 1s a httle remarkable, thar as the firfc *C1- 


ty was built by Cazz, fo the firſt Kingdom was 


ſet up by Niazmod , who was of the Poſterity of 
C..:,77, So that the very Foundations of Monarchy 
{c-i2 to be laid from thoſe Two Perfons, who 
have. a particular Curſe and Brand upon them in 
Holy Scripture ; and they that ſhew d fo: httle Re- 
ſpect to the Paternal Authority, (from which fome 
would derive the Original of Monarchy ) are the 
beginners cf the Kirgly Power 3 which 15s another 
very good Proof of its being at firſt Fure Di- 


UNO, 


but my Deſign being to make an Efiay, Tot z Book, 


— 


prove from Scripture; that is, That after Monarchy 
was eſtablith't among the Jews, the People had a ſhare 


I ſhall-proceed to the Second thing IT undertook to 


ELF - 


I could have. faid a' great deal-more on this Head ;/ 
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in the Election, and did frequently ict up, and make 
tar own Kings. | 


That the Kings of rac! and Judah did owe their 
Crowns at the firſk to the Peoples Inmportunity , 1s, 1 
think, ſo evident, by whar I have alrcady cited out 
of Samucl, that I ſhall ſuppoſe it needleſs to repeat 
ic here 3 for although God did comply with the 
Peoples Requeſt, yet we cannot ay he approved it, 
but barely permitted 1t, as he did Divorces among 
them, and perhaps on the ſame account, the hardneſs 
of their hearts; but from the beginning it was not ſo, 
Nat. 19, 8. 


But 'tis not from this Topick that I intend to prove 


the People had a hand in making their own Kings 3 
but I ſhall bring Inſtances of ſeveral Kings, of whom 
it is ſaid, by Name. they were ſet up by the People 3 


and I will fect tkem down in order, as I find them 


recorded 1n the Sacred Story. but perhaps you will 
wonder that I] ſhould begin my Catalogue with Sarl 
and David , who bcing particularly choſen and ap- 
pointed by God Almighty, one would think the Peo- 
ple ſhould have nothing to do in ſetting them up. 
But yet you will find they had, if Scripture 1s Au- 
thentick in the Point. For although Saul was fo- 
Iemnly Anointed by Sar#:el , 1 Sam. 10. 1. choſen 
by Lot at the Aſſembly of the Tribes at Mzzpeh, 
wer. 21. and declared King, ver. 24. Yet you may ſee 
how ſoon he was deſpiſed, even by thoſe that had 


deſired a King ; for in the 274h Verſe of that very 
Chapter, you will find them asking, How can this 


man ſave us ? and they deſpiſed him &c. and he was 
olad to hold his peace, and went home to his own 
Houſe 
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Houſe at Gibeah, where he follows his Rural Im- 
ployment 3 for 1n the next Chapter we find him not 
very like a King, but like a good Husband, driving 
his Catte] home himſclf 3 Behol4 Saul came after thc 
herd out of the field, I dam. II. 5. 

But after Sul had fignalzed himſclt by the De- 
feat. of Nahaſh , and the People ſeem'd to have a 


very warm ſenſe of their late deliverance , Sqmuel 
'vyery wiſely takes them while they are 1n good Hu- 


mour, and ſays, Come , let ws go up to zlgal , anA4 
there renew the Kingdom: And the people went up to 
Gilgal, and there they made Yanl King before the Lord, 
1 Sar. 11. 14, 15. Which methinks ſeems to infer, 
that Sexe! thought the Peoples Approbation neceſſa- 
ry for the Confirmation of 'the Kingdom to Sal ; 
for after that, they all owned and obeyed him, which 
they did not before : And although this 1s a pretty 
clear Proof as to Szul, yet thoſe that I ſhall pro- 
duce abant Navid, are, I think, more ſtrong and 
pregnant 3 for although David was by God. Al- 
mighty delign'd and declar'd Kirg , during Sarl's 
Life-time, and at Su[s Death was 11 a very good 
poſture to have polileſt himſelt of that Kingdom, to 
which he ſeem'd to have fo good a Jitle (for he 
had a Victorious Army with him, with which he 


" might certainly very cafily have vanquili'd the ſinall 


remainder of Sls battled Forces)z yet he does 
nothing like that, but comes and jettles himlelt and 
Family quietly at Hebron, where the Text fays he 


dwelt, 2 Sar. 2. 3. Bat how long he was there be- . 
fore the men of Jy444 came to make him their King, 7 


the Story does not exprels 3 but thither they came 


(of their own accord, it is to be ſuppoted), and 
C there 
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there they make him King over the Houle of 7u- 
dtfh, 2 Sam. 2,4, But for all he had the ſame Title 
to rhe Crown of Tfradl, God having promiſed him 
both, yet he does not pretend to any Dominion 
Over them, tl they themſelves come and make him 
their King, as you will find it, 2 Sam. 5. 3. and 
x Chror. 11. 3. but that was nor till Seven Years and 
an halt after he was King of Fudah : So that it feems 
iſrael took a fair time to conſider of 1t 3 for 1hbo- 
{beth ragnng but Two Years, it mult be Five Years 
and an halt after 1s Death z and what Govern- 
ment was in that ſrterregaum, 18 hard to ſay, be- 
cauſe the Scripture fays nothing of it 5 but what 
they did ſo many years after, 1s yet call'd the ful 
filling of Sammel's Prophecy to Davids; for the Text 
1cls you, They anointed David King ovucr Iſrael, ac- 
cording to the Word of the Lord by Samnel, 1 Chron. 
It. 3. From whence we infer, That when God Al- 
mighty docs the moſt directly and immediately raiſe 
a fingle Perſon or Fanuly, the People are his Inſtrn- 
ments to do 1t, and bring it about, as is, I think. 
_ very apparent mn this Caſe of David; as alſo in that 
of Jeroboam - for althongh the Prophet Ahijah had 
given him Ten Pieces, to {f1gmfic the Ten Tribes he . 
ſhould reign over, and had alſo told him , 1 Kings 
il. 37. 1 will take thee, and thou ſhalt. reign according 
zo all tnal thy ſoul deſtreth, and ſhalt be King over Iſ- 
rae]: Yet for all theſe great Pronuſes, he was glad to 
run tor it, and play laſt 312 freht all Solomon's days 5 fo 
thar he had no advantage by it, but only great hopes, 
cull the People talhll'd that which was but Prophecy 
betore. 1 Kings 12. 20. And it came to paſs, that 
when all Iſrael heard that Feroboam w.us come again , 
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: hat they ſent and caild4 him to the Congregation, and 
trade him King over all Ijracl : So tine 1s ſomeinmes 
that ſaying, Vox Populi efs Fox Dei. Bat this laſt in- 
ſtance does afford us another Obſervation , which I 
think ought not to/be palt over 11 ſilence 3 and that 
1s, That Ged does not tye himſelf to a Family or 
Line; For if Jeroboam will ſerve God, as David did, 
he will buil4 him as ſure a honſe as he built for Da- 
vid, 1 Kings 11. 38. By which we may ſec, that God 
13 no Reſpecter of Perſons, and that Kings have no fu- 
rer Tenor in Gods Favcur than other People ; for his 
Promiſes are as conditional to them, as to the meanelſ}: 
man 3 and if they fail of their Duty, God may, and 
oftentines docs take the Forfeiture, as we ſee here 
both in the Caſe of David and Feroboarr. But when, 
and how tar thoſe Forfeitures are to be taken, ought 
to be lett to that Almighty Witdom and Providence, 
that turns every thing to good. But to return to the 
Story, from which I think I have not much digreſt 
as to the Matter, though I may have a little Inver- 
ted the Order ; for according to that, I (hould nor 
have treated of Feroboazz betore Solomoy, But the 
truth 13, I cannot ſay there 1s ſuch Proofs of the 
Peoples ſetting np Solomon, as for the Two preceding 
Kings 5- and yet there are: ſome Circumſtances in the 
Story, from whence one may infer ſomething of that 
kind : However, it may prove {ſomething which may 
be of ſome uſe in our preſent Diſpute; and that 1s, 
That a King may have a, Succeſſor, even while he 


lives 5 for David, you ſee, commanded Zack the 


Prieſt, and Nathan the Prophet, to anoint Solomer 
King, &c. that, as David lays 1n the following Verſe, 
he may come and fit upon my throne 5 for ne ſhall be 

Ex Kive 
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Icing 1 wy ſtead, I Kings £24, 35. Now the OC- 
calion of this unuſual way of proceeding, 1 ſuppoſe, 
was this; David had a mind that Solomon ſhould ſnac- 
cced him, and finding that Adozzzjah had got a ſtrong 
Party, thought the beſt way to ſecure the Throne to 
Solomon, was, to put him in preſent Poſſeſſion of it : 
Although, by the way, it muſt be remarked, that 
Adonijah was the Elder Brother, and fo, according to 
our Rules of Succeſſion, had the better Title 3 from 
v/hence 1t may be interr'd, That that Rule may fome- 
tincs be inverted without fans and *tis the more re- 
markable, becauſe that God had taken fuch particular 
care of the Right of the Firſt born in private Fami- 
lics, ſo that a Father had not power to make a Favou- 
riuc-Child the Eldeſt, nor to put by the Son of a ha- 
ted Mother from that double Poruon to which his 
Pirth-right intitled him. And yer the very firſt time 
that Succeſlion to the Crown of {ſracl can be preten- 
ded, that Order, you ſee, inverted, and Solomon, 
the Youngelt Son ſet up. But to goon with - our Sto- 
rv, Dacid, on the former account, finding it ncceſli- 
ry to turn over the Crown to 990x707, during his 
own Lite, yet thinks 1t fit to give the People an Ac- 
count of his Proceedings, and the Reaſons. of them ; 
| for he tells them, that God had choſen Fudah to be the 
Ruler, and of the houſe of Judah, the houſe of my fa- 
ther 5 and among the ſons of my futher, he liked me to 
mike me King over Iſrael. And of all my ſons ( for the 
Lord hath given te many. ſons) he hath ehoſen Solon 
wy. ſon, to ſit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord 
over Tſrael, 1 Chron. 28.4, 5. -And after that David 
ad. given Inſtructions to Soloz707 about building the 
Femple, and both the King 'ani! People had made 


their: 
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their Oblations of what they had which was firfor the 
Work, the - Congregation of the People continuing 
vet together, 'tis (aid, Chap. 29. ver. 22. And they made 
Solomon, the ſon of David, King the ſecond time, and 
anointed him unto the T.ord, to be the chief Governor. 
So that it ſeems David thought the Peoples Approba- 
tion neceſlary for the Confitmation of the Crown to 
Solomons; ele truly that very ſolemn Sacrifice and In- 
vitation, of a Thouſand Bullocks, a Thouſand Rams, 
and a Thouſand Lambs, had beet a very unneceſſa- 
ry Expence : And then it follows 1n the 234 Verſe, 
S999 ſat on the throne of the Lord, as K ine, | mſftcad 
of David hi; fath:r, and proſper d, and all Iſrael oveyd 
him. And although 'us {aid of his Son Rehoboarr, 
both 1 Kings 11. 43. and I Chroy. 9. 31. that he'reipn- 
cd in his Father's ſtead, yet x Kimgs 12. 1. 1 Chron. + 
10. I. we find there was ſomething elfe neceſfary' to 
make him his Succeflor ; for in both places 'tis find, af 
Iſrael were come to Shechem to make Rehoboam Kine - 
And when he was ſo imprudent as to diſoblize- them, 
and would not comply wath them, *they 414 not 
think 1t their duty to comply with hitn, nor would 
they allow hun Second Thoughts inthe Caſe, nor ad- 
mit of any Treaty, but ſton'd Adoram,” thathefenrto 
them, and immediately made _Feroboaw King ;* So'that 
of Twelve Tribes, there was but One'that made *Re- 
hoboarmr King. But now the Kingdom being divided 
into Two Branches, perhaps it may be expetted that T- 
ſhould ſpeak to them both. Bnt the:Suceeſitoninthe 
Kingdom of Iſjracl :being lo broxetr and confuted, 'al- 
though it mjcht afford me-more Inſtancesboth'of the 
Peoples making! and pulling down Kings 3 yer I ſhall, 
with the Tribe of Jzdah, adhcic tothe Rouſe 'of Da- 


vid, 
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914, and from the Story of that Crown, bring my 
141m Proots for the Confirmation of the Argument [ 
have 11 hand 5 but ſince the Story of 1ſracimay afford 
ſome very good and uſciul Obſervations, I hope ] 
{hall nut be thought to device very much from the 
iclign of this Paper, it ITmake a little ſtop here, to 
pick them uv by the way, that ſo when I return to 
ny Diicourle of Jadah again, I may meet with no morc 
INterruptions. — 

The Obicrvations that might have been made on 
Terovoas?, | have 1n part {uperſeded, by taking notice 
of then im another place z and theretore ſhall only re- 
peac the Heads of them 3 which were, 1/#, That the 
People were the Inſtrument of making good God's 


C 


Promuitc to hin : 241y, If FJeroboar had ſerved God as 


fincerely as David, he ſhould have been as great a 
Favouritc : 34ly, 'That Feroboam not performing thoſe 
Conditions on which he was raiſed to the Crown, it 
was very juſt in God to take the Forfature, anc] to 
cxtirpate the Houſe of Feroboam. And although /24- 
aha does ſeem to come as ill by the Crown as any bo- 
dy recorded in the Sacred Story ; for he not only con- 
Ipircs againſt, but {lays the King his Maſter, 1 Args 
I5. 27, 28, yet for all this he 13 owned by God Al- 
mighty, being the man, that was proms'd, ſhall I ſay, 
or rather threacen'd to Fer9boar; for old 4hijah tells 
Jeroboams Wite, Moreover the Lor4 ſhall raiſe him up 
a King over Ijrael, who ſhall cut off the houſe of Ferobo- 
a, 1 Kings 14. 14. And although Bagſha did take 


great care to fulfil the latter part of this Prophecy as 


faſt as he could, yet he walking in the way oft Feroboarr, 


and continuing In his fin, God ſends his Prophet to up- 


braid .-him, and tell him what he had done for him : 


For- 
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Foraſmmech is I exalted thee ont of the duſt, and made thee 
Prince. over my people Iſrael, and thou haſt walk't in the 
way of Feroboam, &C. behold 1 will take away the poſtc- 
rity of Baaſha, &c. 1 Kings 16. 2, 3. from which we 
may infer theſe T wo things, 

1. That Uſurpers are raiſed by, and may pretend 
to reign by God's Power 3- and therefore may claim 
the fame Obedience that lawtul.Kings (fo that the 


Afﬀirmation of St. Paul , There 3s no power but of 
God , ought to be taken mn the largeſt and Jrteral 


{cnle.) | 
Our Second Inference is. - 1 hat Baaſha and his Fam. 
ly were rejeFed, not for his Treaſon, but his Idolatry ; not 


for killing Nadab, but. for ſrnning like Jeroboam. And 


truly this Obſervation will run through moſt of the. 


Kings of Iſrael, who, generally ſpeaking, came-to the 
Crown the ſame way, and afterwards walk't in the 
ſame ſteps Baaſha did : But it any of them had but bro- 
ken down, the Calves,..and rooted out Idolatry, - no 
queſtion but their. Poſterity ſhould have been eſtabliſh- 
ed ; for you ſee, that Ferr's imperfect Piety, in deſtroy- 
ing Baal, and rooting out the Houle of Ahab, that firſt 


introduced that Worſhip into 1fracl, was rewarded with 


his Sons ſitting on the Throne to the 44h generation; and 
had he but gone on to do that to the Golden Calves 
that Joſrab afterward did, who knows how long his 
Poſterity might have govern'd {/rael 2? But after his 
Promiſed Succeſlion was at an end, the Crown was 
never ſettled in any Family, but the Kingdom : fo 


broken by continual Confpiracies, that we. hardly 


meet with any thing elſe that 1s remarkable, unlefs 1t 
be God Almightys Juſtice, who from that time'to 


the 6nd of that Monarchy. ſ{uftersthe Son-to be.pulFd 


down 


20 


TT Pe Tr rs 


a —— CC _ _A 


ko. Dd tad Re” 4 


het. AED comm... =. 4 


"R BFLECTIONS upon 


down by the very ſelf ſame method and me ans the 
Father was ſet up; fo that there was nothing but 
Blood and Confuſion among them., with which the 
People were ſo tired, that they do not ſeem to con- 


 cern themſelves at all in the matter, but ſubnut to 


them that were uppermoſt ; clſe 1t would ſcem pretty 
ſtrange, that Pekah the Son of Acxaliah thould with 
Fitty Men aſſault and take the Palace Royal in Sa- 
maria, knll the King that then Reigned, and put the 


Crown on his own Head, as you have it, 2 Kings 


15. 25. For as it would have been a madneſsin Pekah 
to have attempted it with fo ſmall a force, if the 
People had ſtood by Pekahiah : to on the other fide, 
had the People jovn'd with Pekah, a much greater 
number would certainly have appeared with him. 
So that I ſuppoſe the People ſat Neuters, and did 
not concern themſelves of either fide, but obeyed 
him that proved the {trongeſt. And although that 
1s a method that I ſhould not much recommend, 
yet we do not find that God or his Prophets do any 
where reprove them for it; ſo that it ſeems there 


was no fighting about Titles in thoſe days. 


There might indeed be a great many more Ob- 
lervations raiſed from the Story, but any 


_ attentive Reader will be ſo well able to do it for 


himſelf, that I ſhall neither foreſtal his Diligence, 
nor tire Iis Patience with any more at this time ; 


but reſume the thread of my Diſcourſe, and go 


on with the Story of Judah. And it muſt be owned, 
that from the time of Renoboam (where we laſt left) 
to ©zzz4h, or Azariah, which you pleaſe to call him, 
there 1s no expreſs mention of the Peoples ſetting 
up their King's : But, as I obſerved before in Reho- 
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boam, we are not, from the Texts ſaying, fuch an one 
Reigned in his Fathers ſtead, to conclude, that he did 
it without the Peoples ſuffrage and good will 3 and 
truly for the moſt part there are ſome general words, 
as that the People brought them Preſents, as to Jeh»- 
ſaphat, 2 Chron. 17. 5. (and Preſents was the way by 
which in thoſe days People owned and expreſt 
their Duty and Homage, and the refuling them was 
an interpretative denying of their Authority, as you 
ſee in the Caſe of Sarl, 1 Sam. 1c. 27.) or, when the 


Kingdom was confirm'd , as they ſay of Amaziah, 


2 Chron. 25. 3. he then flew his Father's Murderers : 
So that it ſeems there was ſomething ' previous, even 


to the impow'ring him to do that Act of Juſtice. And 


altho L cannot ſay, theſe Phraſes do down-right aftirm, 
yet they do intimate, that there was ſomething to be 
done by the Peofle. 

But whether Amaz7ah was [et up by the People, ot 


no, Iſhall not now diſpute; but ſure I am, they pull'd 


him down, and deprived him, not only of his Crown, 


but of his Life alſo, as you may find it in 2 Kings 


14. 19. But of that we havea larger Account, 2 Chroy. 
25. 27, Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away 


from following the Lord, they made a conſpiracy againſt hine 


in Feruſalem, and he fled to Lachiſh, but they ſent to La- 
chiſh after him, and flew him there. Now that his turn- 
ing away from following the Lord, did give his Sub- 
jects Authority to depoſe, and to kill him, is that which 
i ſhould be very loth to affirm, although it ſeems to 
be fer down there as the ground and occation of their 
conſpiring againſt him 3 but.this, I ſuppoſe, I may ſafe- 
ly aver, That his forſaking God might be one great 


* 
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Power of his Subjects: For all the Promiſes to the 
Jews, being of temporal good things, and the poſſeſ- 
ting of Canaar, and long life and proſperity in it, their 
creat reward, they mght very reaſonably make their 
go0d or bad ſucceſs the great Criterion» by which they 
might judge haw they ſtood m God Almighty's Fa- 
your, and whether they had pleas'd or diſpleas'd him. 
But now among us Chriſtians, whoſe Promiſes are of 
another Nature, I ſhovid be very far from making that 
a general Inference, though from the very ſame E- 
vent. For alas! it 1s yettoo freſh in ſome of our Me- 
mories, when the beſt of Kings, and of Men, was 
deliver'd up to his Subjects : But I think I may bor- 
row the Expreſſion of the Prophet Eſay, and ſay, 
that not for his own ſins, but for the tranſgreſſion of the 
People he was ſtricken : Wherein God's Juſtice was to 
be admired, 1n making their greateſt fin the greateſt 
judgment that could have been inflicted on a rebellt- 
ous People. But to return to Amaziah - T muſt con- 
teſs, that I can never read that Story but with won- 
der, to find, that the People are neither upbraided 
with it, nor puniſht for it. For although we read, 
that he took vengeance on his Father Toaſh's Mur- 
derers, and that the People of the Land jlew all thoſe 
that conſpired againſt King Amor, 2 Chrox.33. 25. yet 
we do not find any body ſo much as call d in queſtion 
for his Death : So that certainly there was ſome Cir- 
cumſtances that did much aVeviate it 3 and that the 
Fact was not 1n 1t felf ſo foul, as at this diſtance 1t ap- 
pears tO us : for although Uzz7ah, for to get the Crown, 
might promiſe them Impunuy,. yet I queſtion whether 


God would have confirmed the Sentence : and 1/aiah, 


who propheſicd in the Days ef Uzz3ah, ſhould not 
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yen been more partial to the People, than he was to 
the Kings: for you ſee he could tell Hezekiab pretty 


plainly, of his little Vanity, i ſhewing his Treaſures 


to the King of Babylor's Embaſiadors 3 and not on- 
ly reproves the Pride of the Women for, but alfo 
repeats al] the little fooliſh Toys that belong'd to their 
Drefs in his Days 3 and he that was ſo ſtrict m theſe 
leſter matters, methinks ſhould not m filence have 
paſt over ſo fonl a Fault as that of King-killing ; and 
yet, to my great wonder, I do not find any one 
Paſſage, erther in the Story, or Eſays Prophecy, as 
does {o much as ſeent to reflect on that Fad, as an 
1]! thing. - 


Thereis another Prophet indeed (who hved in his 


Grandſon's time) whois thought by ſome to refledtan 
this Crime very heavily, as the beginning of this fort 
of fin in Jadah 5 Amaziah being the firi{t of their Kings 
who was murder'd, though many had been murder'd 
im 1/rael, Micah x. r3. I will not therefore mfiſt too 
much upon this, but go on to obſerve, That although 
they would nor ſuffer Amazzah to enjoy his Life; after 
he had quitted both Crown and Kingdom, yer they had 
that Honour and Juſtice for htm too, after he was dead, 
_ that they not only interred him in the Royal Sepulcher, 
bur fet his Son alſo. on the Royal Seat 5 For a// the peo- 
Dle of Tndanh took Uzziah, and made him: King in the 
room of Amaziah his Father, 2 Chron. 26. 1. And he 
15 indeed the firſt King that is fo cxpreſly ſaid to be ſet 
up by the'Authority of the People, although their Sut- 
frages, as I hope I have ſutherently proved, was thonght 
neceſlary tor the eſtabliſhment of moſt of them. 
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rut altho. Uzziah was the firſt, you will find M 
was not the laſt that was ſo ſet up. But before we 
come to ſpeak of them, we will conſider one Paſiage 
in the Ju of Uzziahz and that is, his go0INg mto 
the Temple to burn Incenſe; which being againſt the 
Law, we will ſee a little how the Prieſts demean 
themſelves, and whether they thought they were ob- 
lig'd to fit: ftllif they could not perſuade him off it, 
and rather ſiiffter him to do. it;, than refiſt him. , But 
by the Preparation Azariah the High-Prieſt makes for 
a Scuffie, I fancy he did nor underſtand the Dofrine 
of Paſlive Obcdience for the Text tells you, 2 Chroz. 
26. 17. that Azariah enters after the King, with four- 


feore; Priefts which were valiant Men : But what OCCca- 
fien he had for ſuch a Train, or why their Valour 


ſhould be ſo particularly taken notice of , if they 
were to have no ule of 1t, but were to ſubmit, I.can- 
not ſo eaſily conceive. But the 18% Verſe lays, they 
did actually oppoſe the King, and. bid him get him 
out of the Sanduary, for he had nothing- to do 
there. Nay, in the 20% Verſe they do thruſt him 
out 3 but that indeed was after the Leprofie was 
come out upon him. But altho this Story might af- 
ford ſeveral Inferences which would not be beſide 
our preſent Queſtion, yet they are fo very obvious, 


that I may truſt my Reader to make them; there- 


fore ſhall proceed, and muſt own, that from Uzziah 
to Joſiah, there is no expreſs mention of. the Peoples 
interpofit ing, or ſetting up of Kings; but upon Amor's 
Murder, you ſee, they did take upon. them; for you 
will find it both in 2 Kings 21. 24. and 2 Chro. 33. 25. 
But the people of the land ya thoſe that had conſpired 


m__— King Amon alſo the people of the land did 
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1ake Joſtah his Son King in his ftead. And TI hope it L 
may be ſaid , that God Alnughty did approve their 
Choice, he being the beſt King and the beſt Man: . b 
that we. read of in the whole Catalogue of the Kings 
of Judah; he performing his Duty both to God and 
his People ſo very well, 1t would have been a ſhame 
to his Subjeds, if they had not requited him, by pay- 
ing him all that Obſervance and Duty to which he 
could have any Pretence. But altho he may- be an 
Example to the beſt of Kings, the Scripture giving 
him this Eulogie, Ard like unto him there was no Kine 
before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, 
and with all his ſoul, and with all his might, according 
to the Law of Moſes : Neither after him aroſe there any 
like him : Yet from hma we may beſt learn what an 
intolerable Miſchief a Wicked King is; for tho Job 
was ſo very good, yet there was an old Arrere of 
his Grandfather Mazxafeh, that all his Vertne and 
Goodneſs could not clear : For, Notwithſtanding the 
Lord turned not from the frerceneſs of his great wrath, 
wherewith his anger was kindled againſt Judah, becauſe 
of all the provocations that Manaſſeh had provoked hin 
withal : And the Lord ſaid, I will remove Judah out of 
my fight, as I have. removed Iſrael 5 and will caſt off 
this City Jeruſalem, which I have choſen, and the Houſe 
of which 1 ſaid, My Name ſhall be there, 2 Kings 23. 
26,27. Therefore. what Reaſons have both Church 
and State to deprecate ſuch a King as will infallibly 
intail Ruine on both? For you ſee, that Cod's Houſe, 
even that Houſe that he had choſe to ſet his Name 
there, ſhall be involved. in the common Deſtrution. . 
Thetefore were I to add anew Clauſeto the Litary, 
it ſhould be, From ſuch a King as Manaſſeb, Good- 
5 Lord 
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Lord, deliver us. But above all, we ought to be 
tearful of, and pray againſt an Idolatrous and Bloody 
King 3 for thoſe arc the two Crimes with which Ma- 
aſſeh 18 particularly charged, and which haſtned the 
Captivity of Fudah, and conſequently ſhortned the 
Life and Reign of the good and beloved Foftah, to 
whom 1t was particularly promiſed as a Bleiting, that 
he ſhould not live to ſee the Ruine and. Defolation 
that was to be . brought on the Nation after his 
Death. After which, the people of the land took Fe- 
hoahas the fon of Foſtah, ant made him King in bis 


4 ant 


fathers ftead in Feruſalexr, 2 Chron. 36. 1. and 2 Kings 


23. 30, But altho he inherned his Father's Kingdom, 
it {ſcems he did not his Vertues 3 for it follows in 
ver. 32. That he did evil in the ſreht of the Lord, and 
ſo his Reign was very ſhort; for Pharaoh Necho 
makes him a Priſoner, and carries him into Egypt, 
and makes his elder Brother Fehozakize King 1n his 
ſtead 3 in whole days the King of Babylon firſt came 
up againſt Judah; and after his death , Fehozachir 
ſucceeds, whom Nebuchadnezzar carries to Babylox, 
and makes Zedekzah King, in whom the Succeſſion 
was quite inverted, (for he was Uncle, and not in 
the Direct Linez) and the Monarchy alſo ending 
with him, I ſhould here have concuded this Part of 
my Diſcourſe, but that I cannot cmit one Obſer- 
vation, and that js, That there were ſeveral Kings 
of Judah alive at the fame time : It 1s certain Two, 
Fecaniah and Zedekiah ; but for any thing T know, 


there might be Three ; for we do not read of the 


Death of Fehoahas, who was carried Priſoner into 
Egyptz and by his Age Im ſyre he might ſurvive 
Zedekiah's carrying to Babylon ; for he was but Twen- 
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ty three Years old when he began to reign, and his 
own Reign, with all the Three Kings that ſicceeded 
him, do not make Twenty three Years more before 
the Captivity. But now I would fain know, what 
the Royaliſts of our Age would do in ſuch a Caſe, 
and which of the Three they would own? For there 


was great Variety 3 One ſet up by the Po the 
L 


fecond, as Heir to him whom the King of 
ſet up; and the third, ſet up by the King of Babyloz. 


# had 


But Ido not find; that the Jews had any ſuch Scru-- 
ples at that time, bnt always obey'd them which 


were in poſſeſſion (as long as they were fo) let them 


be ſet up by whom they would 3 and the Scripture 


g1ves them the fame Epithete, they are all called 
Kings, without ever diſputing their Titles. Nor are 
the People reproved for obeying Zedekzah, altho they 
knew that Fehoiachin (who had certainly the better 
Title, and had allo ragn'd as King) was alive. But 


altho the People are not rcebuked for ſubmitting to 


Zedekiah, whom Nebuchauezzar had ſet over them 5 
yet Zedekiah is for not obeying the King of Babyloz, 


to whom he had paſt his Word that he would : So 


that we may ſee, that Kings are obliged by their 
Oaths and Promiſes, as well as other Men.. 


Which brings me to my third Particular I was to 
prove,which is, That at the firſt ſetting up of Kings among 


the Jews, their Power was not Abſolute 3 but that they 


were obliged to certain Covenants aud Conditions. And: 
altho I will'not pretend to prove it of every indivi- 


dual King yetif I can do it of the firſt and ſecond, 


and alſo the folemn repeating of it after an Jzter- 


reganzr, I (hall hope I have done all that can be ex- 


petted from me : For whoever ſucceeds to a Crown, 
13 
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1s ſuppoſed to take it on the ſame Conditions -his Pre- 


deceilors had itz which it would be ſuperfluous for 


' the Story to repeat every time. 


And therefore I ſhall not make a long Preface to 
x Point that I hope fo caſily to diſpatch 3 for I ſup- 
poſe, that a few plain Scripture-proofs will (for: I'm. 
ture they ought to) go farther than a long Rheto- 
rical Diſcourſe: And how few Inftances ſoever I can 
bring, yet I (hall beg at tne Spring-head, and make 
the firſt Kings, Saul and David, Witneſles to the 
Truth of what 1 now aflert, and prove, that ſuch a 
Compadt and Agreement between the Prince and Peo- 
ple, 1s the very Corner-ſtone of Monarchy it elf. - 


_- And that I may do this the more fully and clearly, 


I muſt beg my Reader's Pardon, tho I carry him to 
far back as the Inauguration of Sal the firſt King, 
of 1ſracl, But I fhall not tire his Patience ſo much 
as to repeat all that I have already {aid of Sam's 
diſpleaſure at the People, for rejecting God, and de- 
tiring a Man to be ſet over them for their King, 1 $42. 
IO. 19. And tho Samrel, to terrifie them, had re- 
preſented the King they deſired, rather in the ſhape 
of a Tyrant, that would deſtroy and ruine, than 
of a Prince that was to' detend and. fave : them, 
IL 042. 8. from the 11" to the 19" ; yet ſeeing they 
would not be diſcouraged, but ſtill perſiſted 1n their 
Reſolation, Nay, bt we will have a King over us, God 
was fo merciiil to them, as to give Rules to this un- 
ruly King that Saxmel had deſcribed: As I think we 
may fatcly colle& from 1 Sax. 10. 25. Ther Samuel 


told the People the manner of the Kingdom, and wrote 


#t zn a Book, and laid it up before the Lord, For had 
| God 


& 
1 


' make with his People. | 
ons, I think, I may ſafely call this the Original Contract 


* 
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God deſigned that the King's Will ſhonld have been 
his only Law, it had, Im ſure, . been a very - ſuper- 


flaous, if not an impoſſible Task, for Samuel to have. 


writ that down : And beſides, the laying it up before 
the Lord, does infer ſomething of extraordinary 
weight and facredneſs in that Book, that was to be 


placed in that holy Repoſitory, with the Records of 


that Covenant which God himſelf had vouchſafed to 
Now upon theſe Confiderati- 


that was between the Kings and People of Iſracl. 
But we may gueſs, it was not an Abſolute Arbitrary 
Power (ſich as our Neighbour-Prince pretends to 


over his Subjects) that ' was by. this made over to 


Saul; for altho he ſaw many of his new. Subjects 
did deſpiſe him, yet he was glad to hold his peace ; 
or, as the Margin ſays, He was as tho he had been 
deaf, 1 Sam. 19.27. So that it ſeems Sazzrcl thonght 
it neceſſary. the People ſhould be farther obliged, 
than at preſent they thought themfelves 3 and there- 
fore propoſes their going up to Grlgal, there to re- 
new the Kingdom, 1 Sa. 11. I5. Ard all the people 
went to Gilgal, and there they (that 1s, certainly, the 
People) zrade Saul King before the Lord in Gilgal, and 


there they ſacrificed Sacrifices of Peare-Offerings before 


the Lord, And that the joining 1n a Sacrifice, and 
both Parties eating and partaking of the ſame Sacri- 
fice, or at leaſt eating together at what they called 
a Feaſt, was both the moit uſual and foicmn way of 
making Covenants in thoſe days, both among Jews 
and Gentiles, 1s a thing ſo well known, that I need 


not inliſt on it ; elſe both Sacred and Profane Story 


would furniſh us with Proofs enough, were it nece(- 
F ary. 
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ſary. Burt the Agreement which 1 ſuppoſe was then 
made between King and People, begot ſuch a mutual 
Kindneals and Confidence in one another, that the 
Text adds, There Sanl and all the men of Tjrael rejoiced 
creatly; and from that time we never find any Di- 
ipatc between them. And ſo I ſhall proceed 16 his 
next Succeſſor, David ; and the Proofs of his making 
ſfucn a Covenant with the People of 1/rael, are as 
clear and full as can be defired: Upon what Terms 
the Men of J: 4h firſt admitted him, 1s not fo plain- 
ly ſet down ; but it being their own voluntary Ac 
to make Inm King, we may ſuppoſe, that they would 
take care to ſce their own Intereſt ſecured. But tis 
very apparent, that after Abzer deſigned to revolt to 
David, he will make his Conditions with hm1 firſt : 
And Abner. ſeat Meſſengers to David, ſaying, Make thy 
Eeaguc with me, and behold my hand ſhall be with thee, 
to bring about all Iſrael to thee. And he ſaid, Well, ] 
will make a League with thee, ec. So Abner came to 
Dawid to Hebron, and twenty Mem with him: And 
Dawid made Abner, and the Men which were with him, 
a Feaſt, 2 Sam. 3. 12, 13, 20. at which, I ſuppoſe, 
the Bargain was made of both fides 3 for, as ] be- 
fore obfery?d, few Contracts were concluded with- 
out the Ceremony of Eating and Drinking together. 
And after that, Abner ſays, I will ariſe, and go and 
gather all Iſrael to my Lord the King, (for now he 
owns hum to be ſo, altho he would not call hint ſo 
betore) that they may makes a League with thee, and 
that thou maiſt reign over all that thy Heart defrveth >, 
as it follows in Verſe 21. So that it ſeems the King's 
inaking a Coperart with the People,, was to precede 


bus Reigning over them, altho David had been both 


choken * 
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choſen by God, and Anointed by Same! fo many 
years betore. And when upon Ahzer's death, that 
firſt Treaty with the Men of 1ſrael was broken oft, 
we do not find that David pretended to any Autho- 
rity over Ijracl, till of their own accords, about five 
yeays and a half after, A/ the Elders of Iſjrach came - 
to the King to Hebron, and King Davida made a Cove- 
124unt with thew in Hebron before the Lord, and they 
Anointed David King over Ijracl, 2 Sam. 5. 3. And 
yet, as I ſaid before, it ever any King could pretend 
to be Jure Divine, i mult be David 5 but for all 
that, he 1s content to come to the Crows like other. 
Vien,, and does not aſliume it to: hinictf- ral C1VER 
him by the People. 6: : 

There is another thing alſo'that } delire may be. 
obſerved; which 1s, That the Phraſe before the Lord, 
both in this place, and I Sar, IL. 15. 1s indiflerent- 
ly apply'd both to King and People. For here 'tis 
{aid, the King made a Covenant with the People before 
the Lord :, and there, that the people mare Saul King 
before the Lord, From whence | think we may col- 
lect, that being mutual, the Promiſe was as oblig- 
ing, as it was ſolemn of both ſides, for both are ex- 
Preft 17 the fame words, And we may -alfo con- 

clude, that when we meet with that Phraſe of cating 
_ and drinking before the Lord, and making King xnto, 
or before the ; Mi as ts I Care. 29. 22. i 15 deſigned 


to figmifie the mutual ſtipulation between King and 
People : So that we may 1nfer, that Solomon didtake 
the Crown upon the fz:ne Terms his. Father David 
did, altho the word League or Covenant 13 not exprelt. 
And wt the three firſt Kings did. thus - receive the 
Crown fram, and oblige themſelves to the People. 
k 2 We 
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we may ſafely ſuppoſe that their Succeflors did the 

ſame thing, although it 1s not particularly afftirm'd of 
every one. Nor do we find any more mention of 
it till King Foaſh's coming to the Crown. And when 


the Kingdom was reſtored (after the Ofurpation, or © 
Weoniar {hall I call it, of Athaliah) all the old 


Rights and Cuſtoms are both mentioned and re- 
'peated, as you may find ir, 2 Kings 11, 4, 17. How 


Jehoiada brought Fooſo 10 the Hoa of the Lord to 
the People, and made a Covenant with them, and 
rook an Oath of them in the Houſe of the Lord ; and 
in the 17. Verſe, And FJehoiada made a Covenant be- 


tween the Lord, and the King, and the People, that they 


ſhould be the * Pr people 3 between the K1 ing alſo =%gf 


the People; all which you will find ———_ 2 Chron. 
23.3, 16. Andif this 1s nota pregnant Proof of the 
Truth of what I have ſaid, that the Kings of 1/rae! 
and Judah were not Abſolute, but were under Obli- 
gations and Conditions to their People, as well as 
{ſubjected to the Laws of God; if this Inſtance, 1 
ſay, with the reſt before mentioned, may not be al- 
tow*'d for Proofs, I fhall diipair of bringing a Proof, 
either for this or any thing elſe, out of the Bible ; 
but 1f theſe will paſs, I ſuppoſe they may be ſufh- 
cient to convince any impartial Reader, therefore 
ſhall preſume 1t would be ſuperfluons to multiply 
Quotations 1n ſo plain a Caſe. 

And now I have gone through the three things ] 
propoſed to clear out of Scripture : How wellI have 
performd my undertaking, I ſhall leave to better 
Judgments; and that my Readers may be the better 
qualified to be my Judges, I deſire they would do as 
the Noble Bereans did, AFs 17. 11, Search the Serip- 
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tures daily whether theſe things are j5; for as T advance 


nothing upon my own Authority, ſo I do not de- 


fire any thing ſhould be credited only becauſe I fay 
it; forin Points of fuch importance, 'tis very fit every 
body ſhould judge for themſelves. 

And it theſe things are ſo, Kings muſt be contented 
to own their Power as well as Birth to be of humane 
extraction. But yet I muſt beg leave to deny an 
Inference that ſome. would make from that, who 
ſay, Tis no aF of Diſobedience to God, to reſiſt our 


Prince 3, nor of Obedience to Got, to ſubmit to him, if 


he does not derive his Power from God, and aF by his 
Authority and Commiſſions for 1 would fain know 
whether it 1s not poſſible to make a humane Con- 
tract ſo ſtrong, that 1t ſhall be a Sin againſt God to 
break 1t? For according to this way of arguing, I 
might give away an Eſtate, and ſettle 1t as firm as 
Law can make it, and yet afterwards I might, with- 
out doing the Party any wrong, take 1t from him a- 
gain without his conſent, becauſe he has no Grant 
to ſhew from Heaven for ut. And this Inſtance I 
think may be pretty applicable to this Caſe : The 
People at the firſt Inſtitution and ſetting up of Mon- 
archy among them, make over ſo much of the 
Power, and ſuch and fuch Rights and Priviledges to 
the King, which if afterwards they refnſe to make 
good, they are and ought to be lookt upon as Rebels 
and Traitors, But on the other fide, {uppoſe the Per- 
' ſon to whom 1 had made over ſome part of my Eſtate, 
ſhould upon that pretend a Title to my whole Eſtate, 
and would let me enjoy no part of 1t, night not I 
lawfully refiſt him? And what aniwer they would 


give to this, may ferve to the other Caſc; and that 
Þ31111%sS 
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brings me to my ſecond General, What Power and 
Authority 1t 1s, that 15 actually veſted in our Kings? 
Under which the Dodrines of Non-refiſtance and 
Paſiive Obedience ftaall be confider'd. 3 


Ii. 
Having on the former Head examined both the 


Ortginal of Morarchy, and alſo proved that 1it was 
Limiced and Conditional aIong the - Jews; and it 


| being agreed on all hands, cen by the greateit Af- 


ſertors of the Prerogative, that our Saviour did not 

make any Alteration in the Rights of Princes, but 
whar he found them poficft of, he o1Vcs them leave 
quictly to enjoy 3 I think we may fitely conclude, 
that fince he made no augmentation to the Princes 

Power, he latd no new Obligation on the Snpject, 
but the King is to Govern, and the 1 *cople. to -Juey, 

according to the Rules agreed and e{tabh{h'4 -c.ween 
them 3 for the truth 1s, there can be no ir cerfal 
Rule ven 1 the Caſe; for the Magii [rates Power, 
and the Meafures of the Subjects fubjcytiion, are On- 
ly to be judged of by the particuJai Laws a 2144 Coln- 
ſticutions of that Kingdor a 3 !or that may ve very 


lawful in one Place which is not & in another : 


Therefore our Saviour dil give not only the Wieſt, 
but the Juſteft Reſolution, to that entnaring Queſti- 
on of the Jews about Tribute: that ever was, when 
he ſaid; Render unto Ceſar the thing « that are (xſars, 
and unto God the thing s that are Cade Mat. 22. AQ. 
For although he hoes by name reſerve nothing but 
Go:s dues, yet I think ut can hardly be inferred 


from that © Negative Argument, that the: People ſhould 
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part with their dues ; for the Command is only in 


general, to give to Ceſar that which of r1ght longs 
to Ceſar : 10 that I cannot think this Text grves Prin- 


ces any Title to what 1s not their due; but you {cc 
he does not pretend to tell ns what 1s Ceſar's due, 
>:canſe no general Rule could be given in that Caſe, 
the Rights of. Kings and People varying almoſt in e- 
very Country. Therefore tis from the Statute- 
Book, not the Bible, that we muſt judge of the 
Power our Kings are inveſted withal, and alſo of our 
own Obligations, and the meaſures of our Subjecti- 


on. And here I might have a fair opportunity of 


expatiating, and both tell you the advantages, nay 
the neceſſity of Government in generals, and di- 
{courſe alſo of the ſeveral kinds that are in the World. 
But my defign being Brevity, I ſhall only take no- 
tice of that wherein we are particularly concerned, 
and that is Monarchy ; which, generally ſpeaking, is 
the beſt Government in the World. But of thact 
there are ſeveral forts, as an Elective Monarchy, and 
an Hereditary one; and thole that Reigrr by Succet! 
fon, may be ditinguiſhd 1nto two kinds more, an 
Abſolute and a Limited Monarchy; the latter of which 
I take to be the happieft Conftitntion under the 
Heavens : Therefore next being born within the Palc 
of the true Church, I think to be born an Engl;/)- 
Man 1s one of the orcateſt Privileges any ones Firth 
can entitle him to; a happineſs that 1 am ſure is en- 
vied by our Netghbours, though I doubt not valucd 
fo much as it onghr to be by then that enjoy 1t3 al- 
though they have the opportanity of a Compariſon. 
which they ſay is the only way to judge either of 


happincls or caſe; for if we look but on onr next 
Netghbon: - 
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Neighbours of the other {ide the Dike, we thall ſoon 
ſce the difterence, and what a misfortune it ;2 © be ſub- 
ject tothe Arbitrary Power of a lawleſs and mercileſs 
Tyrant. | 
_ How they came under thoſe unhappy Circomitances 
at firſt, 15 not my bulinels at preſent to exaniitie 5 but 
Pm fare it ought to be the bulineſs of our whole Lives 
to bleſs God that we are not yet under the likez and 
next our Thanks to God, we ought to commemorate. 
the Courage of thoſe Noble Patriots, who from. the 
beginning of our Monarchy have oppoſed the En- 
croachments that ſome of our Kings would have made 
upon our Laws and Liberties, which, blei!ed be God, 
were derived intire to us, and I hepe we ſhall tranſ- 
mit them ſo to our Poſterity, notwithſtanding all the 
endeavours that have been uſed for the ſubverſion of 
them. For TI think I may challenge the whole World 
to ſhew ſo equal and ſo happy a Conſtitntion of Go- 
vernment as 15 this day in Ergland, which is ſo exattly 
and harmoniouſly compoſed, that I know nothing to 
compare it to but its ſelf : tor as Vertue does common- 
Iy he in the mean, ſo our Legiſlators have wiſely pickt 
out all the good that was 1n all forts of Government, 
but ſhun'd the Extreains that any one might have be- 
tray us to: For here the Populace have liberty with- 
out a Democratical Confulton and Fury ; the Nobili- 
ty havcall the Priviledges to which Ariſtocracy it ſelf 
could intitle ther, without the necef{ity of runmng 
into Factions and Cabals for 1t ; and the King's Power 
{o equally ballanced between the Two otker, that his 
Poerver can hardly everdegencrate into Tyranny, nor, 
on the othcr ſide, while he governs by Law, can he 
© ever want Antaority, cither to protect or corre@& his 
: Sub- 
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Subjects, or means to reward Vertue, or diſcourage 
Vice, which are the great Ends for which Civil Go- 
vernment was at firſt inſtituted. An as the ſeveral 
farts of our Government have {ſuch a mityal deren- 
dance one upon the other, ſo they have the fame op- 
portunities of reciprocally endearing and obliging one 
another : So that Ihave often thought, , with reverence 
be 1t ſpoke, that we have a kind of [rity in our Go- 
,vernment, as well as in our Faith, to which Im ſure. 
they ought to have another reſemblance, and that is 
their Unity : for their Power 1s ſo equal in the great 
Point of Legitlature, that one cannot. properly ſay, 
that one 1s greater, or lefs than another; for as all 
have Negative Voices, fo neither, nor both the Hon- 
tes without the King, nor the King without the Two 
Houſes, can do any thing 3 but the Conſent of the 
whole Three is neceſiary both to the making and ab- 
rogating a.Law ; for all Three Parties being equally 
obliged to execute, and obey thoſe Laws when made, 
it was very reaſonable they ſhould all give their Con- 
ſents to them before they were made. And fince the 
Legiſlative Power 1s 11 all Nations eltcemed the Su- 
preme, and ours being ſo divided, it ſeems to be a 
little unproper to'call any One of the Three the $y- 
preme Power. It muſt beacknowledged indeed, that 
the Executative Part of the Power 1s, by the Conſent 
of the other Two, committed to the King, and that 
only by way. of Truſt, and under ſuch Limitations, 
that it cannot properly be call'd the. Supreme Power, 
althongh he may fitly enough be ſtiled the Supreme 
Magiſtrate of the Nation, becauſe he, and none bur 
he, has the Power to make men keep the Laws, and to 


Puniſh them for the Breaches of the Law : but that un- 
F der 
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der ſach Reſtriftions 'and Litmitations, that the Title 
of Chief Magiſtrate of the Nation 1s given to him 
much upon the ſame account that the Mayor of a 
Town is call'd the Chief Magiſtrate of that Town 3; 
for, without all doubt, all the Members of that Cor- 
poration, and the Inhabitants of that Town, are ob- 
hged to obey their Mayor, when his Commands are 
according to their Charter; and he has allo power to 
puniſh the willful Breaches of 1t, in any that are within 
his Juriſdiction 3 but yet every body knows his Power 1s 
Iimited : and fo truly 1s our Kings, and that in the + 
moſt jmportant things, and where he would certainly 
chuſe to ſhew his Power. were it abſolute ; that 1s, 1n 
the raifing of Money, and puniſhing of Capital Of- 
fenders ; for of all things the Sword of Juſtice ſhonld 
. be ſolely in the Power of the ſupreme Magiſtrate (if he 

werereally abſolute); but that we know our Kings have 
not, for he hath no other way to right himſelf than 
what the meaneſt Subjects have: For ſappoſe he ſhonld 

accuſe any one of High Treaſon, he muſt firſt Indi& 
him, and then undergo all the tedious Forms and Pro- 
ceflies of Law, before he can Convict him-: So that I 
cannot ſay, that the King has in that particular any pri- 
viledge beyond the Subject 3 for Trattors are to have 


as fair play for their Lives as any other Offenders, al- 


though the' punithment (as .1t ought - to be) 1s more 
fevere when t1s inflicted; for the King being a publick 
Perſon, and one that by his undertakng the Admint- 
ration of the Law, 1s more exposd to- danger; for 
by the very Executicn ,of Juſtice, he certamly pro- 
vokes the Oftender, and 1f he be of any Quality and 
Rank, his Friendsand Relattons too : So that truly by 
the Rules of Equity, both the Law and the People 


ought 
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ought to ſet a double Fence abqut the King's Perſon, 
and take particular care to {ſecure him from thoſe Ha- 
zards to which his High Place and Office may render 
him more liable than more infteriour people. So that 
thoſe particular Laws which are made in favour of the 
Prince, are rather the Efie&s of the Juſtice and Kind- 
neſs of the People, than Evidence of the Priviiedge 
and Prerogative of the Kings ſeveral Inſtances ct 
which the Reign of our late King Charles the Second 
might furnifh us withz but as it would be tediqus to 
repeat them all, ſo truly all may be comprized in that 
one, of putting, the Mzlitia into the; King's Power ; 
for the remembrance of the late Rebellion, and the 
ſad Etiecs of it, were then ſo freſh in every bodies 
memory, that they thought there could be no greater 
Inconvenience,- than that of the King's wanting Pow- 
er. tO maintain that Authority with which the Law had 
inveſted him and ſo for has farther ſecurity, they paſt 
that, and ſeveral other Acts which were extreamly for 
the King's advantage: And ſurely none of our No#- 
Reſiſtance Gentlemen but muſt own, that they were 3 
con{iderable Addition to the Prerogative : And who- 
{oever ſhall pretend they were the Right of the Crown 
before, teaches the King to be ungrateful as well asun- 
ju(t. 
; I know it is alledg*d by ſome , That a Soveraign 
Prince recerves not his. Authority from the Laws, but the 
Laws weceive their Authority from him. From which 
they would infer., That a King 3s neither ſubje@ to, 
nor bound up by the Laws any. farther than he pleaſes. 
But I muſt beg leave to deny both this their 27:07 
Propoſition, and the Concluſion, although I grant 
the #:4jor, from. which they ſay the other Two will 
= £2 TIC- 
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neeefiarily reſult 5 but Edda my part, I cannot ſee the 
neceſuty of ſuch Conſequences, although I ſhould 
grant there was a perſonal Power antecedent to all 
the Civil Laws; for that was the Paternal, and not 
the Regal Authority. For fare none will affirm, that 
is the Law of Nature, -as the former certainly 1s: for 
without all doubt the People had power to' Elect a 
King , before there could be ':ny ſuch thing as a 
SOVEraign Priace born -1n the World, go that tis 
EVIgent, that the POWET of the People is not only-an- 
recedent to that of Kings, but alſo that the Kings did 
recave and derive their Authority at firſt from the 
People. $0 that"tis no incongruous, much lefs 1impol- 
hible ſuppoſition, That Kings do derive ther Sako. 
rity from the Laws; for certainly they muſt owe 
their power to that which gave it a Being; and 
that is that Original Contratt which is made between 
the People and. the Perſon or. Family they ſhall 
think ii to advance to the Kinyſhip; which ought 


to be the Boundary of the Princes Authority, as 


alſo of the Subjects Submiſtion. But however the 
Caie may itand in other Countries, God be thank'd 
us fo in Emeland. 

For our Ancient Biftory tells us what fad Con- 
tufion there was 1n this poor lfland after the Con- 
queſt of the Rowars, when every little Captain ſet 
ap for a King 5 and there was always ſuch inveterate 
hatred betwcen thoſe fall neighbouring Princes (if 
they deſerve to be call'd fo) that they would rather 

call in and ſubmit to Forreigners, who devour'd and 
cnflav'd all fides, than yield to'one another :: And: on 
this account both Daxzes and Saxons were at firſt 
call'd in. And although the Saxons had eltabliſh'd 
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an Heptarchy among as, yet they found they were 


too many for this ſ{ina}l Plat of Ground ; for they 
were always encroaching, and.ftighting with one 
another ; wherefore growing weary of that, Horne 
tells you, in his Mirrour , chap. 1. How they choſe 
tiemfelves One King , to maintain and defend their 
Perſons ani Goods in Peace, by Rules of Law, and 
made him ſwear , That h2: would be obeaicnt to ſuffer 
Right, as well as his Pcople ſhould be. Ani theſe are 
the Terms on the which our firſt Monarch, pro- 
perly ſo call'd, (for truly before they did not de- 
ſerve the Naine of Kings ; for I'm ſure their power 
was not ſo great, or perhaps ſo extenſive, as that 
of a Lord Mayor of London) did aſcend the Throne 
and that the fame Terms and Conditions were a- 
orced to, and confirmed by his Succelſors, might 
be ealily proved , would it not: take up too much 
tmez but yet King Edgar thouzht it worth their 
while to collect and tranſcribe them. And we find 
WVilliazze the Firſt was willing to wave his Title of 
Conquerour, and by confirming the Ancient Rights 


and Priviiedges of the People, be receiv'd as their 


Legal, not their. Conquerour, or Arbitrary Gover- 
nour : For although Conqueſt may give cle pow- 
er, it cannot of its felf give one Right to rule 


12 Nation : for the Conſent of the Peovle, ertier ta- 


cite '(that is, when they like- ther new Governour {0 
well, that they never offer to-refiſt, but quietly com- 
ply an4ſabmit to his Government, reccive the adyan- 
tage of bis Protetion and Laws, ani pay lum, 10 re- 
turn, what hi; Laws require ) or expuictt, { taat 18, 


whe then mike Conditions and Terms for themiclves, 
bcfore the will fabmit) 15 fo neceifary, that no Ring 


Call 


i. 


th _ h_—_ 


REFLECTIONS upon 


can belong ſafe without it. And ſince the way of ex- 
plicit Contract has been the general Method of our 
Predeceſlors , therefore whatever Objections . are 


made againſt that known ſaying of BraFor, Lex fa- 


cit Regem. 1t will hold good in Law; and I ver:ly be- 


| heve none of our Kings would exchange the Title 


that the Law gives them t9 the Crown, for all the 
[Evilences the Clergy can furniſh them with out of 
the Cofpcl, to prove their power ablolute and arbi- 


trary, Theretore ſince *ris the Law that muſt tell: 
tis with what power our Kinzgs are 1nveſted, perhaps 


Briton may give us as good anaccount of it as any 


body, when he ſays, The whole Power of the King of 
England ir to do good, and not to do hurt; which 


he explains, by adding, Nor car he? do any thing as 4 
King , but what he can legally do, lib. 3. cr. 9, From 
whence, I ſuppoſe, the old Maxim, 7hat the King 
car do no wrong, firſt ſprung. For while he acts by 
Law, 'tis evident he cannot; and for what he does a- 
oainſt Law, he does not do it as a King. Nay, the 


ſame Brafoz ſeems to think, That he aftnally un-_ 
kings himſelf by it; for he ſays, Nor ef# enim Rex, 


ubi dominatur Voluntas, &* non Lex : By which cer- 
tainly he does not mean, that he ceaſed to be a good 


King 3 for that he need not have been at the pains 


of telling us 3 for our own ſad Experience would 
ſoon have convinced us of it 5 but having told 
us before, That he can do nothing as a King, but 


what he can legally do; without all doubt his mean- 


mg was, that we are not to look npon him nor obey 
hum as our King, when he commands any taing contra- 
ry to Law, 


Bir 
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| But there has been ſo much writ on this 5abject 
already, that as it would be hard to fay any thing 


new upon it, ſo it would be both tedious and ſu- 
perfluous to repeat the old. Hut I ſuppoſe T may 


(ately take for granted what all {1des allow 5 and that 
is, That ours 1s a limited Monarchy : For all muſt 
own, that if our Kin 's at as they ought to do, they 
mult keep within the Boundanes of the Laws. And 
where the Regal Authority 1s circumſcribed, and the 
King's Power, as King, has 1ts Nox wltra; yet that 
the Peoples Obedience ſhould know no Meaſures, but 
is extended ad 7nfinitum, 1s to me, TI mult confeſs, a 
very. unintelligible Dottrine. For if we are equally 
obliged to render Obedience, etther Active or Paſltve, 
to the Kings Commands which are contrary to the 
Law, as we are to thoſe which are confiftent with it. 
and authorized by it; I muſt crave leave to ſay, that 
Law 15 a very ſ{yperfluous, becauſe a very inltgntfi- 
cant thing 3 nay, certainly, if the Caſe be ſo, it were 
much better be taken away 3 for perhaps it may be- 
tray ſome poor 1gnorant People, who, 'tis poſſible, 


may think 1t gives them ſome Right, when indeed it 
g1ves them none. But it they ſhall think fit to make 
any diſtinction between the Obedience we are to ren- 


der to the King, when he ſpeaks like a King, by the 
Conſent and Authority of the Laws; and what we 
are to pay him when he ſpeaks in his Perſonal and 


Private Capacity : If, I ſay, they ſhall think fit to 


make any diſtinctions in the Caſe, I ſhould defire them 
to ſet the Boundaries ; for truly, according to the 
Dodrine of Paſiive Obedience (in the Latitnde they 
now take it) I know no body elſe that can fix them. 


But I would fain know of them, whether there 1s not. 
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Aicha Rule in Divinity, That where there 3s no Law, 
there is no Tranſereſſunn, And if no Tranſgreſſion, 
certainly no Obligation to undergo any Penalty ; for 
te fame Text toll us, in the fame Verſe, Rom. 4. 15. 
That the I aw worketh wrath 3 that 1 IS, that the Law 
obligeth to the Puniſhment threatne( to the Breakers 
of it : But, IiZere there 7s no Law, thore 3s no Tranſ- 
' greſſzon, and conſequently, no wrath ; and it they will 
pleaſc to apply this ro the Point in hand, I think I 
need not add any thing to 1t ; but proceed to ſhew, 
that bclides the general and imphcit Obligation that 
oor Laws lay upon all that have any ſhare in the 
Government, or any Intereſt in the Statez our Kings 
have a more particular and actual Obligation to go- 
vern by them, and to ſubmit to them. For that An- 
Cut © cremony of thetr Coronation was not intend- 
ed only to pleaſe and amuſe the Vulgar with the 
Gaicty and | Splendor of the Shew, but was inſtituted 
for Wiſer Ends, that by the Viagnificence and Solem- 
nity of the Action, It (1ght fix upon the Hearts both 
ot King ana People the remcinbrance of thoſe Vows 
and Engagemcn is they at that time mutually make 
to one another ; and I do not at all doubt, Fut the 
Cuitom was derived from the jews, and 1s the {ame 
thing that TI have fo largely treated on in my Firſt 
Part: For here King and People make a folemn Co- 
venant beiore the Lord z and that nothing may be 
wanting to the Reſemblance, they paitake of a Com- 
mon Meal together x which was the ancient way of 
conurmning and raitying all Compatts and Agrce- 
mcnts betwixt Party -and Party : And T think L may 
not 1unproperly ſtile the Coronation, the arriage- day 
betwcen the King and Kingdom 3 for altho in Here- 
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ditary Monarchies there is a kind of Pre-contra@, 
as there-often 1s between private Perſons, which may 
be fo obligatory, that nothing but Death can dif 
{olve 1t 3 yet the Wiſdom of the Law docs nor 
think that ſufficient, but requires a tormal and pub- 
Iick owning of. it, for thete Two Reaſons, among 
many others, #zrſt, For the Satiszaction of the Par- 
ties themſelves, and to give thein the greater Confi- 
dence 41n one another. Secondly, That the Number of 
Witnelles may be ſome Check to them, and make 
them think how notorious their Perjury will be, after 
they had conftirm'd their Vows before a Mulntude. 
So that, as we before proved, the King's Power 
was Linuted ; fo now I think we may ſay, it 1s Con- 
ditional allo : For I cannot but ſuppole, that all that 
{hall read this Paper, underſtand she Nature of a Co- 
venant ſo well, that I need not tell them, the Obli- 
gation 15 mutual, and that if I break my part of the 
Covenant, T have no Right to challenge the Perfor- 
mance of the other. fide. But if Kings have any 
particular Privilege of breaking their Words, and 
for{wearing themſelves, they would do well to pro- 
duce thew Grant of Exempizon from the Rules of 
God and Nature ;z for we know where 't1s ſaid, [ wi// 
ot hol4 him guiltleſs that takes my Name in vain 5 in 
which Law I do not remember any Exception. But I 
know to this twill be replied, That they ſhall an- 
{ver for 1t to God, bnt arc not accountable to their 


Subjects for the Breaches of thew Oaths: And it ſo, 


I do wonder why they were at firſt impoſed 3 for 1 
think I may not improperly. urge what St. Par! ſays, 
1 Tim. 1.9. The Law is not made for the righteous man. 
but for the lawleſs, &:. So tis _ a good King that 
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we dere to ite ups for we know be will be a Law 
to himſelf; but 'tis the Lawleſs King that we would 
{et Bounds to. But if the moſt ſacred and ſolemn 
Qarths 211c the Subject no Right at all to require or 
expe& Verformance, 1 know not of what Uſe they 
are, unicis it be to Damn the King, which ſarely w1ll 
be but ſmall Confolation to a Chriſtian Subject. But 
thns by the by. 

But fince ſich Covenants have in all Apes and Na- 
tions been counted fo obligatory and {facred, that 
the Apoſtle tells von, Gal. 2. 15. Tho it be but « Mans 
Corenant, get if it be confirnid, no Man diſannidleth, or 

addett thereto. Nor can any after-a& (as he proves 
very well in the 17* Verſe) make it void : There- 
fore by this Doftrine I cannot ſee what Authority 
any third Perſon has to acquit either King or Peo- 
ple of their Oaths to cach other : So that I hope I 
may. without offence ſay, That Kings are obliged by 
their Covenants, ſince God Alhnighty owns himſelf 
to be fo; tor Moſes deſires the People thould take 
particular notice of it, Dewt. 7. 9. Know therefore, 
that the Lord thy God he 5s God, the faithful (od, 
which keepeth Cale and Mercy with them that howe 


him and keep his Commandments : That 1s, God will 


be ſure to Mr his part of the Covenant, if the. 


People keep theirs. And in Pal. 89. 34. My Cove- 


nant will I not break, ſays God. And it teems to be a 
Title wheran he takes more thawordinary delight ; 
tor both Nehemiah and Daniel defirmg to procure 
ms Favour, and to make hmm propiious to his Peo- 
ple, begin their Addrefics to him -m thefe very 

words: O Lord God, the great and terrible God, that 
heepeth Covenant and Mercy. ec. Neb.1.5. and Dar. 
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9. 4+ therefore lince it is one of the Attributes and 
Exccllences of God, that he is true and taxthtul to his 
word, 1t ſhould be no part of the Privilege of Kings to 


be at liberty to break thetrs. 
Now all Covenants being Conditional, whe there 


1s a pothbility of the Parties breaking their part of 


the Camas, there 1s alſo a pothtbility of their for- 
feiting the advantages of it, and the right they had 
to claim pertormance of the other fide. Now that 
Kings can break their Word, and Oath too, as wel} 
as meaner Men, we have had a little too late EXPC- 
rtence, Therefore it s a point of great concern, to 
know how tar, and when it may be lawful for the 
Subjects to take the forfeiture for their: Kings breach 


of Covenant. 
And here God forbid that FT {bould attempt to. 


make the Government Precarious, or to make Kings 


accountable for every hittle Failure : For ag every 
breach of the Law in a Subject is not Treaſon, fo 
every violation of it by the. Prince is not the forfeit- 
ing of his Prerogative, Nay, they are fo very few 
Caſes wherein'tis poſtible to be done, that perhaps our 

Late unhappy King Fames is the firſt Inftance of it 
in our Natien;. not but that we have had as bad 
Kings, and worſe Men to rule over us : But nont 
but himſelf did ever attempt, mn ſo many Inſtances 
to deſtroy the Conltitution, and overturn the yery 
Foundation of our Government. For 'twas neither 
his Mal-admmiſtration in genera}, nor the ſeveral 
particular Injuſtices that were committed in hjs 
Reign, that I look op as his great Crimes : For 
although the Proceedings againſt the Brſhops and 


Magdates College, were very il! thmgs. and made 
2 a very 
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a very great noiſe, yet fure none can ſay that he for- 
{cited his Crown by thoſe particular Breaches of- the 
aw, No, there was the time for ſhewing and ex+ 
exciting true Paſtive Obedience 3 for had the Biſhops 
done any thing but juſt what they did, they had not 
done their Duty 3 but their Patience and Submiſſion 
to thole Injuſtices did extreamly well become them : 


For twould be a ſad World indeed, it every body 
that thought themſelves hardly or unjuſtly - dealt 


withal, ſhould fly in the face of Publick Authority, 


and have power to reliſt the lawful Magiſtrate. No, 
1 would rather chule to hve under the greateſt Ty- 


rant in the World, than in ſuch an Anarchy ; for 
where there 1s any Law, private Perſons are not, 
nor ought not to be Judges in their own Cauſes, and 
thar 15 one Reaſon why an unjuſt Sentence 1s Obli- 
gatory ; for in ſuch Caſes private Perſons maſt ſuffer, 
rather than by torce right themſelves. For 'tis an 
old 1faying, Ectter a Viichiet than an Inconvenence 3 
that 1s, Better a private Perſon ſhould be wrong d, 
than the publick Peace diſturb'd; and the calling 
Authonty in queſtion for every little Complaint, 
would be a greater jnconventence than thoufands un- 
juſt Sentences againſt particular Perſons ;. for although 
Juſtice be never ſo much violated, yet if the Law it 
ſelt be preſerv'd intire,'\ and the Conſtitution and Ba- 
[is of the Government remain firm and unſhaken, the 
Subject mult be content to ſuffer, and neither Op- 
poſe nor Depole their King. But yet, after all, there 
is ſome things that may be done by Princes, which 
the greateſt Afſerters of the Monarchical Right hold 
to be Forfeitures of it; particularly, the felling of 
them, or betraying them to a Foreign Power and Ju- 


riſdiction : 
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ri{diction : to.which I ſhall crave leave, to add two 
more; the ſetting up a Falſe and Spurious Heir in an 
Hereditary Monarchy ; and the overturning all the 
Eſtabliſht Laws, and ſetting up Arbitrary Power 1n 
a limited one. . And. if I can prove our late King 
James to have been guilty of all three, ſurcly I need 
not ſay much more to. prove that he has orfenns Lis 


Right, or that his Subjeds are aftnally freed from 


their Allegiance. to him. _. 
t. Andas. to the firſt point, I ſhall not troable my 
ſelf to enquire 1nto. the particulars of the Private 


League, which they 'fay he made with the. French 


King,.-for we, have, publick matters of Fact enough, 
to. prove all that 1s neceſlary-.in this Point : For the 
ſending an Amballador to Rome, and owning of the 
Popes Authority, ſo ;fas, as to receive.his Nuncto and 
Provincial Rowifp Byhops, and that againſt ſo: many 
Laws and Statutes that are cexprelly againſt 1t 3. and 


not only that, but making Privy Counſcllors,. and 


advancing to the Helm of State thoſe very Perſons 
that by our Laws are not allow d to live in the King- 
dom. And to what end conld all this tend, but to 
bring the Nation under the Papal. Juriſdiction. and 
Slavery ? | " 

2. The ſecond, ef ietting upa ſuſpected Child to be 
Helr ; as tis a thing of which we have no Preſtdent in 
all vur Story, ſo 11s a Sin for which we have yet no 
name 3 but I ſhould call t Civil Adukery 3 it being. 
deing that ro the Publick, that a falſe Wife does-in a 
private Family. It is a thing indeed againſt which 
there 15 no Law, becauſe, like that of committing Pa- 
ricide, the Law-givers thought no body could ever 
be guilty of 1t; and truly I believe he 1s the firſt In- 

tance 
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{tance of a Father that ever fet np a ſtifpeted Child 
againſt hrs own Chitdren. And it this rs not an 1n- 
verſion, or rather a fnbverſion of the Succeflion, 1 
know not what 1s. And yet, to my wonder, I can 
ſce fome people paſs this by very patiently, who can 
ral witha very good grace agairft the' Patliament ; 
{ cannor tay for giving the pretent King a Right, but 
anticipating the Title he had to the Crown, and that 
with the conſent of the next Heirs torys ſo that they 
catinot ſay theres any wrong, done m the Cate : And 
yet ſome make a horrible out-cry,as if both the Con- 
{ſtitntron of the Government ;- and, the Laws of 
Sicceſſion, wete alt fabverted and broken by i: 
when they have only ſet tup a Prince of the Blood, 
for which there is Prefidenits in our own Chronicles, 


For Henry the 7th. by Name, fad no Right of cather 


ſide, but what he denved frottt kts Mother (who was 


Heir of the Houſe of Lantaſter) and his Wife, who 


was the trne and undoubted Heir of the' Houſe of 
Pork, and conſequetitly of the Kingdom. Bat al- 
though he Reigned by fer, he would not ſuffer her 
to Reign With him, for he would allow her neithet 
Power nor Title ; fo that this 1s no new thing among 
usz but the ſetting up of that {purious Brat I am ſtire 
has no'paralel : Andif there was to be Inveriton in the 
Cafe, ſurely it ſhould ſooner be made for the fake of a 
Noble Prince, who merited all that could be done for 
bmn, than tor the ſetting np of an unknown, but in all 
probabiliry baſe-born Child 3 the very thoughts of 
which all truc Ezgliſþ Men ought to abhor. 
2. But how foul ſoever the two former things may 
and onght to appear, it 1s the third that knocks the 
Nail cf the head, Butl think I may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe 
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poſe it ſnpertinous for me to enter into a Jong Dil- 
conrle of the Iſlegality of the Diſpenfing at 
which is fo fully difplay'd in the Tryal of the feven 
Bithops, thatit may ſuperſede all that can be ſaid on 
the point. But although Charles the Second wiſhed 
hehadhad the Power.of difpenſing with tender Con- 
{citences-on ſome partrcular Emergencies,z yet none 
but onr hate'King Faxes ever pretenled.to have Au- 
thority to diſpenſe with, and filence all the Laws of 
the Nation. But when he afſumed to :.himſelt 


f o' 4% © 


Engliſh Kings have no Right. but what the Law 
gives them:; fo the People owe no duty but. what 
the ſame Law obliges.them to 3 and .when our Kings 
g0 about to invalidate the Laws, they deſtroy_that 


very [Power that gives the Monarchy both ,Bejng. 


and Authority. And that this was the very, Caſe ;qt 
the'late'King James, I dare appeal.to any body. that 
'knows our Laws, nnleſs-1t be . thoſe vile deſpicable 
Wretches, whoſe names will be Infgmous to, all Po- 
| {ſterity, who pretending to fit to Jndge according to 
Law, gave Sentence contrary to the Law. But it was 
very much for the honour of that Noble Profeffion, 


thar there was ſo many ſets of Judges turned 


out, and that they were fo. many years befgre they 
could pick ont Twelve Men that were Rogues enough 
to be entruſted by themz and even here they vere 
happily decaved, for among four whych 'I ſappoſe 
they thought themſelves fecure. of , two of, them, 
when they came to the trya], approved themyelye- 
honeſt Men. But if we taſk of Treaton ani of 

Traytors, 


REFL ECTTO NS upon 


Traytors, none {are, ſince the very Foundation of 


Monarchy in this Nation, have deſerved thai Title ſo 


wellas 7..and C. forT am loth to know them by the 
Names of Lord C. and Lord Biſhop of C#. ( but 
fince there was a Judas ajnong rhe Apoſites, i hope 
1t will be no ſcandal to our Exccllent and Reverend 
Þi(hops, that there was one Traytor among them. ) 
But certainly two ſach Traytors both to King and 
Kingdom, Church and State, England never bred. 
Put F hope they will meet with fab full rewards for 
their Treaſons in this World, as may deter other: 
from following them, and alſs {ccure, them frgm 
that ſadder vengeance in the World to come, whic 1 


_ am ſure I heartily wiſh, 


I could here add a great deal more on 1 this Head, 
but thatT ſuppoſe it needlcſs; for having proved be- 
forc, that our King's Power 15 both Limited and 


Conditicnal, and conſequently that he can forfeit his 


Right to the Government ; I think Ineed not, now 
I have made out thoſe three things, uſe any other 
Arguments to prove King Jamcs has attually done ſo, 


although I might inſiſt upon his Deſc: ting, as well as 


{ubverting the Goy ernment. 
HI. 


But after all that T can ſay, 1 [ do not expect every 
body {ſhould have the ſame Sentiments I have. But 
having endeavonr'd from the beginming to clear the 
way before me, and to prove all my Points as | 


went, that [ may not leave my Readerin a Maze at 


thelaſt, | ſhall conſider and anſiver, as well as 1 can, 
the Chict Objections that may be made againſt what 


1 
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I have now -faid, which I think may be reduced to 
theſe Four Heads. F£y#, That 1t 1s againft the re- 
ceiv'd Opinion of Monarchies being Jzxre Dvins, and 
| being firſt Inſtituted by God. Seconaly, That it contra- 
difts ſeveral plain Texts of Scripture. Thirdly, That 
having fworn Allegiance to King jams, his doing 


an tl thing will not acquit us. Fourthly, That 'tis. 


doing the ſame thing we condemn'd fo in the Rebel- 
lon 11-41. And I ſhould have added a j#h, bur 
_ that I hope I have mn part anticipated all the Objecti- 
ons can be made againſt the Succeſſion. | 
 T,, Now to the Firſt, I ſhall only dcfire them to 
confider what T have ſaid in my Firft Part, about the 
Hirſt beginning of Monarchy in the World, and par- 
| veutarly the eſtabliſhing of it among the Jews. Bute 
althongh I there deny its fir{t Inftitution to be by 
Gods immediate Appointment and Directions yet I 
would not be uderſ{tood ſo, as if T meant toexclude 
God-from having any thing to do m the _ up 
or making of Kings; for I know, that: by hive Kings 
reign, and tis by his Counſel and Infpiration that 


Princes decree juſt things: For, alas ! without him the 


mightieſt Monarch in the World can neither think a 
Thovght, nor ſtir a Step 3 for in him (as St. Paul fays) 
we lave, and move, and have our being, Ads 17. 28. 
So that m ſome ſenſes God may be ſaid to be the Au- 
thor of 'all our Actions; for the Prophet ſays, Sha/ 
there be evil mm the City, and the Lord hath not done it 2 
Amos 3.6. And without him we are not able to do any 
thing ; for St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. 3.5. That we are not 
ſuffectent of our ſelves to think any thing as of our 
ſelves, but ony ſufficiency is of God: And if not able 
to think, certamly not able to alt, without his Con- 
H \  currence 
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currence and Afirſtance. And if a Sparrow ſhall not 
fall to the ground without our Father, and the very 
Hairs of our Head are numbred., as our Saviour tells 
us, Mat. 1. 29, 3o. ſurely that God that takes ſuch 


care and notice of little inconfiderable things, will 


not let Kings and Kingdoms be without his Care and 
Providence: And yet for all that, they may be, as 


- $t. Peter ſtiles them, an Ordinance of Man, The truth 


1s, ſome of our Prerogative-men treat the King as 
the Papiſts have done the Virgin Mary, think they 
cannot ſpeak too highly of her 3 and ſo they make 
her a perfect Goddeis, and aſcribe Honours to her 
which are not her 'due. Burt altho I have as great 


 Veneration for her as I can or ought to have tor a , 


Creature, and acknowledge her to be Bleſſed amon 

Women ; vet ſhe was but a Woman ſtil]: So 1 muſt 
look upon Kings as Men ſtill, and own them to be 
the Chieteſt, I wiſh I could always ſay, the Beſt of 
Men. And altho God may in his ſecret Decrecs de- 
ſign the making ſuch Perſons Kings 3 yet he makes the 
People the Inſtruments of raifing them, and 'tis from 
the People that they immediately receive their Power, 
as I ſhew'd at large in the Stories of David and Fero- 


boar. But tho God do not chuſe a King by any mi- 


raculous Declaraticn of his Will in the Caſe, yet (if 
that will fatisfie) I will grant that he may direct and 


incline the Hearts of the People to chule one rather 


than another; and when they once have choſe, God 
certainly does confirm it, ſo that 'tis not 1n the Peo- 
ples power to chuſe again, unleſs by the King's fault 
his Power 1s forfeited, and ſo 1t revolves to the Peo- 
ple, For I ſhould be very unwilling to hve under 


2ny Government where God has ncthing to do; fr 
all 
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all that I conteſt is, that Kings are not ſo immediate- 
ly ſet up by God, that upon that ſcore they ſhould 


be unaccountable to their People, eſpecially where _ 


they are not the Supreme Power, as tis evident they 


are not in England. And that one Circumſtance does 
make ſo great an alteration 11 the Caſe, that it almoſt 


ſuperſedes what I have to fay to the'feveral Texts of 
Scripture that may be urged againit what I have here 
ſaid ; But. yet that I may both take away all. Obje- 
tions, and give all the Satisfaction 1maginable, we 
will conſider all thoſe Texts dilunctly, and fee how 
far they may be applicable to our Cale. | 

2. And the propereſt Method of doing 1t, 1 ſup- 


oſe, will be by taking them an order as they lic: 


And the firſt that offers it ſelf to our Conſideration, 
1s that of our Saviour, Mat. 22. 21. Render therefore 


to Ceſar the things that are Ceſar s, @&c. But having 


had occaſion in another place to treat of that Text. 
I ſhall defire my Reader to turn ſome few Leave; 


back, and ſhall only add to what | have thae ſaid, 


That I do acknowledge it a Duty to render to Ceſar, 
nay toevery body, the Things and Dues that belong 


to them ; but think that we fully diſcharge our Du- 


ty to the King, when we pay him all the Obedience 
that the Law gtves him Right to challenge, or lays 
any Obligation upon the Subject tp perform : And if 
they can by this Text prove we do not do fo, or that 
we are obliged to render unto Car the things which 
are not Ceſar's, they will indeed then ſay ſomething 
to the purpoſe. But this being the only Rule thar 
our Saviour gave 1n the Caſe, and 1t being acknow- 
ledged, . that our Saviour did not intend to make any 
Alteration in the Rights of Princes, but leaves them 

| | 2 | as 
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as he found them; in may not be annſs to conſider 


4 little how he found that Matter, and what particu- 


lar Commands God gave to the .Jews concerning 
their Obedience to Kings. Anil I muſt declare, that 


|] have read the Old Teſtament over with all the at- 


tention I am capable of ; and unlels it be in the Pro- 
verbs, ] cannot find one Text that gives L any Dire- 
(tion, mach leſs Command , about Subje&tion to 
Kings, but only what our Divines draw by way of 
inference from the Fitth Commandment : But whe- 
ther God intended itn that ſenſe they have now put 
1pon it, I think might bear a Diſpute : Bat if he did, 


 1t muſt be only by way of Prophecy , for there -was 
not a King in 1ſrael for near Five hundred Years after 


the giving of the Law : And this I'm fure of, that 
upon the ſetting up of Saul, when Samrel had the 
King and People Face to Face, altho he often repeats 
their Duty and Obligation of fearing the Lord, and 


obeying him, yet not one word of Command to the 


People to ebey their new King, which I have ſome- 
times wonder'd at; and the only Account that 1 can 
ave of it, is this: That being they were reſolv'd 
they would be like other Nations, and would have 


a King to reign over them, God comply'd with them 


in the thing, but would have nothing to do with the 


Compact between them , but leaves them to agree 


that Matter between themielves as well as they can ; 
and accordingly we find, that tho God choſe the 


Perion, as in the Caſe of David, yet they would 
not admit him King, till they had made. a Bargain 


with him, as I have ſhew d at large 1n the Firſt Part 


of this. So that upon the whole, and as far as I can 
diſcover , the Power that our Saviour found Kings 


__ inveſted 
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inveſted with, was what the People firſt confented 
to, and afterwards by Laws obliged themſelves to : 
But there can be no Univerſal Rule, becauſe that 
the Laws vary according to the differing Conſtitution 
of Government that 1s1n ſeveral Nations : Therefore 
our Saviour gave the propereſt and the fulleſt An- 
{wer, by bidding them render to. Kings what by the 
Municipal Laws of that Kingdom was therr Due. 


- The next Text 1s that of our Saviours rebuking 
St. Peter, Mat. 26. 52. Then ſaid Feſus unto hint, Put 


up thy Sword into thy place; for all they that take the 
Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword. Now for the bet- 
ter underſtanding cf this Place, 1t may not be impro- 
per to compare the ſeveral Relations of this very 
Paſſage, as 'tis diverily recorded by all Fonr Evan- 
geliſts; and altho it 1s the moſt at large in St. Mat- 
thew, yet he omits one very neceſlary and remarka- 
ble Particular , which 1s related by St. Luke, chap. 
22. 49. And when they which were about him ſaw what 
would follow, they ſaid unto him, Lord, ſhall we ſite 
with the Sword £ But Peter being a little too zealous, 
would not ſtay for his Lord's Anſwer, as the others 
did ; but without leave makes uſe of his, which oc- 
caſtons him this Repre from Chriſt, and upon a 
double account. #7rjt, Striking without his Lord's 


Commuilſlion ; for I do not queſtion but it would have 


been a fault in him to havecut off any bodys Ear, as 
well as Mal:huss. Secondly, Thinking that Chriſt 
wanted his Defence 3 and tho Chriſt had ſo often 
foretold, That the Sor of Mar was to be betrayd, anc! 
given up into the haxds of Sinners; yet now he would 
pretend to reſcue him from thoſe very Sufferings he 
came on purpoſe into the;Worll to undergo. For 

St Fahn 


# - © gtr_ 


REFLECTIONS upon 


— = 


St. Fohn lays the ſtreſs of the Argument there, Put 
up thy Sword into the Sheath : The Cup that my Father 
grves me, ſhall I not drink it ? Joh. 18. 11. So that the 
unſeaſonableneſs of the Defence is all that he there 
reproves, and ſeems to me to be the chief thing aim- 
ed at by St. Matthew, when Chriſt ſays, Thinkeſt thou 
that I cannot now pray to my Father,and he ſhall preſently 
give me more than twelve Legions of Angels But how 
then ſhall the Scripture be fulfilled, that thus it nmſt be 2 
Mat. 26.53, 54. But allowing it was unlawful for 
St. Peter to {trike without Chriſt's leave, yet I cannot 
{ce how that Text would ſupport all that they would 
build upon it ; for the Chiet Prieſt's was not the Su- 
preme Authority of that Nation at that time ; for 
they own'd to Pzlate, Joh. 18. 31. That it was not law- 
ful for them to put any man to death; And whether they 
had any.better Authority to take him, 1s more than I 
think can be proved 3 for St. Matthew intimates, - that 
they {ought to take Iim by craft and ſubtilty, and 


could not have accompliſhed 1t but by his Servant's 


Treacheryz and after they had apprehended him, and. 
brought him to Pilate, who was the Chief Magiſtrate 
1ndacr Ceſar, yet he would not pretend to judge him, 


becauſe he belong d to Herod's Juriſdiction, till Herod 


return'd hun to him. So that here is no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that Milchrs's being the High Prieſt's Officer, was. 
an Aggravation to St. Peter's Guilt; tor the High 


Pricſt had no Power himfelt in thoſe Cauſes ; ſo that 


there was no Reſiſtance of the Supreme Magiſtrate, or 
Publick Authority mi the Caſe, but our Saviour did 
very jultly condemn Peter's taking ſo much upon him, 
as to preſume to {trike without his Lord's leave, when 
be itood by. | 


But 
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But now the two main Texts of Row. 13. and 1 Pet. 
2. 13. ſhould come to be conſidered 3 but they enterte- 
ring a little one with another, we {hall endeavour to re- 
concile them, before we diſcourſe of either; for nothing 
can be more directly contrary, than St. Peter's calling that 
the Ordinance of Man, which St. Paul ſays 1s the Ordinance 
of God, But I muſt confeſs I cannot ſee that there 1s any 


' greater neceſſity of bringing Sf. Peter to Sr. Paxl, than 


Paul to Peter ;, for they are both Canonical, and both 
equally true; and were 1t not that all Texts are to be 
preſt to maintain the Doctrine of Monarchy's being Fare 
Dzvino, 1 ſhould think there were no great difference 1n 
the Caſe: For having before fo tully proved, That Kings 
were at firſt ſet up by the People, Sr. Peter had a great 
deal of reaſon to call them the Ordinance of Man ;, but 
after they were cſtabliſh'd, it was then the Ordinance. 
Order, or Command of God, callit which you will, thar 
the People ſhould obey them as far as they had obliged 
themſelves by Law to do: And I do and muſt own, 
that any Subject who refuſes Obedience, either Active or 
Paſlive, in any of thoſe Inſcances which the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Government require him to ſubmit 
to; that Man, I ſay, does actnally refiſt the Ordinance or 


Command of God, and does deſerve the Penalty the 


Apoſtle threatens, take the Word in what Lautude you 
pleaſe. And this I take to be the cleareſt way of recon- 
ciling the two Texts. And I will alſo own, that the Apo- 


{tles gave very good Advice, and that the Chriſtians of 
thoſe Times were obliged to follow 1t; and it there be 


now in the World any Chriſtians in the ſame unhappy 
Predicament, I ſhould think « their Duty to follow it 
alſo : But, God be thank'd, we are 1 nmch other Cir- 
cumſtances than they were at that time ; for they were 

| under 
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under the Command of Arbitrary Tyrants, whoſe Will 


was their only Law : Whereas weare under no Law but 


what\ we have made our ſelves, and our King's Power is 
both Limited and Conditional, an 1, properly ſpeaking, 
we cannot call the King Supreme, for I think I have be- 
tore ſhew'd, that there 1s a poſlibility for a King to be 
gwlty of Treaſon, orat leaſt that which 1s fartamonnt to 
it; for they can forfait their Regal Anthority, as I do 
not at all doubt but our late King actually did. So that 
unle(s they will be pleated to prove, that it 1s the duty of 
all Kingdoms and Statcs to put themiſc]ves into the ſanie 
Circumſtances, and make themſclves Slaves on purpoſe 
that they may bz oblig'd by this Command of St. Payl's ; 
I think we may very lawtully plead exemption from ſome 


of the Inferences they would draw from itz not but 


that ] will own there 1s ſuch a duty as Pailive Obedience, 
a Virtuc which even in our Confſtitauon we may have 
the opportunity of exerciſing, perhaps oftner than they 
defire ; although of Jate it has been ſo great an Idol, that 
not only our Lawsand Government, but even our Re- 
livion and Poſterity were to be facrifisd toit. But if it 
was really the effe& of a tender Confeience, I would ve- 
ry willingly be informed how they came to be ſo parti- 
cularly partial to this Rule of St. Pats, for there are 
a great many Commands of our Saviours which ſeem to 
be as obliging, to which they do not pay fo great defe- 
rence. For I am ſure there 1s fuch Precepts, That if any 
man [mite thee on the right Cheek, turn to 11m the other als ; 
and that we ſhall 27ve to hin that asketh, and from him that 
world borrow of thee turn not thou away; and of hi that 
trheth away thy goods, ask them not again 5 and many ſuch 
Iike we ſhall tind in the 5* of St. Matthew and 6m. of St. 
] che. Now if theſe were dutics to the Prinutive Chrt- 

{tians, 
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ſtians, how -come we to be excusd from them ? and 1 


can think but of two Anſwers 3 the one that they were 
Temporary ; (but that will not be allow'd tor {omer!:i11:; 
I know) and the other, and I think the better 1s, thar thc 
Circumſtances of the Chriſtians are fc much alrer'd 1:1 
Wotlily reſpefts, that what was a proper means to brins 
people in, and make them in love with the Goſpel, when 
they ſaw the great Patience and Meekncſs of the Profet- 
{ors of it, would not now be {o proper a way to preterve 
it, For now that the Laws have ſet the Boundaries to 
every Mans Right, (which neither Law nor Golpc: al- 
lows any body to infringe) to take away thole Fences. 
would be ſo far from advancing Chriſtianity, er rendring. 
it more Beautiful and Lovely, that on the contrary 1 
would let in Contuſton, and authorize Rapine and Dit- 
orders: ſo that a litteral Performance ot thoſe Dutics. 
would, in our preſent Circumſtances, deltroy one of the 
ercat deligns of Chriſtianity, and certainly that can ne- 
ver be a Duty which 1s againſt the very end for which 
the Command was at firſt given; and whether an ile- 
gal and unlimited Obedience in the People would not 
deſtroy the very end of Government, which we. know 
is the ſafety of the People, I ſhall detire may be a little 


better conſider d. But now ſuppoſe ſome tender Con- 


ſciences ſhould think themſelves obliged to obey thoſe 
commands of turning the Cheek, and not asking their 


_ Goods again in the very literal ſence of the words, yet 


might they not keep this to themſelves, and excrcile the 
Virtue when occaſion offcr'd it felt? or was 1t neceſſary 
for them to cry this their Opinion 1n all the Market Towns 
of the Countries? Nay, to thunder Damnation againſt 
all that were not of their mind. How this may be ap- 
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ail probability onal be He ef of ſack Proceedings : : 


word to the Wiſe 1s enough. 


. I come now to the 24. ohiy; in appearance the moſt 


0 fheule Objection, how thoſe that have taken the Oaths 


or Allegiance to King James can be abfolved from the 
Obligation of them : > But if they will allow, what I ſhould 
hope, I have before fufficichtly proved that the Kings 
Power 1s both L:?ted and Conditional, I ſhould think 


_ this great queſtion mizht be very eaſily ſbived's tor every 


formed on both tides 3buttf one of the Parties fhall wilfnl-. 


body knows that a (ove nant 1Sa Mutual Obligation, and 
has force nG longer than while the Conditions are per- 


ly break his part of the Covenant,he does not only forfeit 


Right he had to challenge the Performance of the other 


(ide, but does by his breach actually void the Covenant, 
and conſequently releaſesthe other Party fre Om a Ll thee Ob- 


ligation he was nnder, 


But belides this, there ts another Codfitciaion which 


being of weight ought not to be otnitted ; and that it is 


_ an unconteſtable Maxim of our Law, which makes 1t 


Treaſon tor to reſiſt the King de Fado, ;ealthough i it be 
defence, and to maintain the Right of . the King de Jure. 
So that Poſteftion 1s not only, as we uſed to-fay, eleven 
Points of the Law,-bur” 15 in this Cafe all twelve. Andif 


any body can think it their Duty to commit Treaſon, it 


PleFf be pretty range 3 bur 1f they do, however me 


may ſarisfie their Conſeiences, * tis orobable they - will 


not the Law ſo eafily. Nor 1s this 87 if thoroughly 
conſider, ſo unreaſonable in it ſelf, as pethaps i It May at 
firſt appcar : For 11 nacknowledged Aphoriſm, That the 


ſafety of the People is the Supreme Law; and thcretore to be 


pretercd betore TI itles to Succeſſion. F or the Law-makers 


might calily ſuppoſe, that no Perfon who was aftually- in 


Polſleſiton 
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* Poſſeſſion of the Throne, would willingly quit 1t unicls. 

| forced to it; for Iverily believe our late King F4mes 15 rhe 
firſt Inſtance, of any. Prince that ever ran' away from his 


| Government, and quitted the Crown wikout ftriking a 
ſtroke for it,and: that when he had any Army to defend it ; 
f and truly tor that we muſt own our ſclves'extreamly ob- 
liged to him, he having preventeathat, which that Law 
ſeen?d to fear, and detird to avoids that 1s 3'Civit. War, 
For the Law ſuppoies that a grexter-Inconventence to the 
People, than to be Governed by one that had not a nght 
' Title.to the Crown : Anda truly all the Proofs that. are 
( brought cut of the Goſpel tor Obeatence to Princes, do 
confirm this Maxim of our Law 3. for neither our Saviour, 
nor his- Apoſtles /bid Chnſtians enquare into the Right and 
Title of the Rowan Emperors hl bids them to obey 
them under whoſe Government 1t- was their lot to fall: 
For few of them could pretend a legal Title tothe Crown, 
and ſometimes there were ſeveral Perſons ſet np by ſeveral 
-  partsof the Army; and then; he that got the. Maſtery, 
proved his Title by his Saccels 3 fo that the Right .of the 
King de faFo 1s confirm'd both by Law. and Goſpel, and 
therefore nu{t be unqueſtionable, when there 1s no ſuch 
thing as a King ae Fre to oppele him : For by the For- 
feitare King James made of his Right,” I do not at all 
doudt but our. preſent King 1s de jure as well as de fa7o, 
Nay had King James never done any thing amiſs in his 
whole Reign, but that of deſerting the Government at 
that very nick of time, it wonld certamly have juſtified 
our Compliance with the prefent King. For although 
King Famer had thought it neceſſary for the fecurity of 
his Perſon to withdraw himſelf, yet ſure there was no 
neceſlity of his leaving; us without all Government 'and 
Defence. For might he not have appointed a Vice Roy 
I 2 Or 
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or Deputy, as he dos in ſrelarnd, that might have kept 
pollciton of the Throne in his Name, and to whom the 
Subject might have reſorted, both for Juſtice and Pro- 
tection ? But inſtead of that, he ſteals away himſelf, or- 
ders his Army to be disbanded, and fo abandons the 
People ſolely to the mercy of the Foreign Force, whom 
he leaves in the Poſleſlion of the Authority which he 
quitted. And it filence and ſubmiſhion may be inter- 
preted conſent, he did by that reſign both Crown and 


Kingdom to him. But however he-meant to diſpoſe of 


himſelf, *tis evident he left thofke of his Subjects, that 
would have adhered to him (as there is reaſon to believe 
a great many would, it he had ſtuck to them) 1n a very ill 
Predicament; they having thez no power to reſiſt, and 
ow no right todoit. For all that ſhall now attempt his 
re{toration, are by the Law made actual Traytors ; and I 
do not at all queſtion, but that he would take care to 
- Tee they ſhould be treated as ſich, 1f by their means he 
 Thould recover the Crown : For the reſiliing of the Kin 
de faGo, 1s a I reaſon that not only makes them liable to 
that Kings pumſhment whom they oppeſe, but lcaves 
them to the diſcretion of the King they ſerved ; for the 
Law gives him power to execute them for Traytors, who 
{hould now reſtore him to the Throne : And both the 
_ Example and Doctrine of his dear Brother and Ally of 
France, will ſoon teach him which is the beſt; becauſe 
"much the readieſt way of requiting thoſe who ſhould 
procure his Re-eſtabliſhment. For 'tis a dangerous thing 
to oblige a King of his Principles too much, as we may 
tearn from the Barbarous treatment of the poor Hugo- 
nots 1n Frazce 5 who without all diſpute gave that King 


the Power to uſe them, or rather abuſe them ſo.. And ' 


tnch we have a great deal of reaſon to believe, ſhall be 


the 
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_ the requital of thoſe of the Reformed Party, who ſhould 
do the ſame thing for King James, that they did for the 
now Tres Grand Louis, | 

And ſince we Eze/;h have no Obligation to our Kings 
but what the' Law lays upon us 3 when we are by that 
ſer at Liberty, methinks we {hould not think it our 
duty to enflave our ſelves contrary to the Laws, and 
known Conſtitutions of the Nation, eſpecially ſince there 
* 1s nothing elle required of us, but ro accept of that 
Deliverance which God himſelf hath wrought for us. 
For there is very few that have had any other part to a&t 
in this Great Revolution, than That of ſtanding ſtill (as 
Moſes ſays to the Iſraelites) and ſeeing the Salvation of 
the Lord, Exodus 14.13. Of which that we may be 
worthy, pray Ged make us more ſenſible of it, and 
more thankful for it 5 and this I ſuppoſe may be enough, 
becauſe a great deal more than I at firſt intended to have 
ſaid to the third Objection. 
And to the Fourth I hope there will be no great oc- 
calion of ſaying much; for certainly no body that can 
either conſider, or compare, can think the Caſes of 1648. . 
and 1688. Parallel. For the great (I had almoſt ſaid. 
' the only) fault of that good King, and true Martyr, 
was his complying too much with is People, (and 
yielding that to their importunity which both Law and 
Conſcience told him he ſhould not have conſented to) 
a fault that I dare ſay his Sons Fames would never have. 
been guilty of. 
is But it muſt be acknowledged indeed, that-in the Caſe 
of the Ship-money he did atlume a Power the Law did 
not allow him 3 but 'twas the only Inſtance of his doing 
It in his whole Reign : And tis evident, that im that too 
he did not deſign his Subjects Wrong 3. for no body was 


forced. 
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forced to. pay it; but they that had a mind to conteſt 
the thing, as ſome did, had liberty fo to do: For there 
were Trials in Weſtminſter-nall about 1t, and Sentence 
given againſt the King : From which we may gather the{c 
two things: Firſt, That the Jadges were neither over- 
aw'd nor turnd out by the King, for doing Juſtice, 


Secondly, That the King did not think himſclf above the 


Law, but ſubmitted to it ; fo that it ſeems there was no 
ſuch thing as the Diſpcnting Power known in thoſe days, 
but the Rights of the Pcopic were preſerved inviolate. 1] 
wiſh I could have ſaid, the Rights of the Crown had been 
ſo too; and then perhaps we ſhould never have known 
the vaſt difference that there was between the Father and 
the Son: But whoever will pleaſe to compare the Caſes, 
will find full as great difference between the Caulce,as the 


Perſons. For in the former, it was the moſt open and 


notorians Rebcllion that ever was recorded 1n Storv ; 
whereas all the Fault that the generality of the Eeliſh 
can now be charged with, 1s (if 1t be a Fault) the Com- 
plying with the Neceſlity that King James himſelf laid 


cn them, of ſubmitting to the Power he left in Poſſeſſi- 


on ; and which I am ſure they were not 1n a Condition 


*0 reſiſt. And now methinks it ſhould hardly bear a Di- 


ſpute, Whether 'tis any bodies Duty to make themſelves 
Traytors according to the Rules both of Law and Go- 
{pel (as I have ſhew'd above) tor the Reſtitution of him 
that ſnbverted the Laws, deſerted the Government, and 
I doubt ſtill deſigns the Deſtruction of the Nation. And 
truly the Cauſes and Occaſions of thoſe two great Revo- 
lutions in 48, and 83, were not more diſtant than their 
Deſigns and Ends were 3 the firſt intending the Subverſ1- 


on, and this latter the Eſtabliſhment and Prefervation of 


the beſt and pureſt Religion in the World. : 
| ut 
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But perhaps ſome may ſay, This 1s not the bett way 
of doing it; for tis an Old Saying, and a True, That 
\ the Blood of the Martyrs 3s the Seed of the Church, which, 
| like a Palm-tree, grows faſteſt when 1t has the greateſt 
weight upon it : And that ?us a very idle Out-cry that 
ſome make, That they would take their Rehgion from 
them ; for that dwells in the Heart, and no body can 
rake that from me, unleſs I. pleaſe. But altho tis very 
true, that the Heart is the Seat of true Religion; yet I 
think it favors a little too much of Prefumption, for 
any body to undertake to preſerve 1t there by their 
own 'Strength. But ſuppoſe that they were, and that 
they were ſure their Faith ſhould not fail under the fe- 
vereſt Trials ; yet is the Publick Service of God, the Op- 
portunities of going into the Houſe of God, and there 
« pouring out our Prayers and Praiſes before hum with the 
Congregation cf the Saints + 15 this, I ſay, ſo deſpicable a _ 
| Blefling, that 'tis not worth keeping it we can? Weee 
how holy David bemoans and laments his Bamſhment 
from the Temple, and how he longs and languſhes for 
the return of thoſe bleſſed Privileges, fo that he envies 
the very birds that were permitted to neſt near the Altar; 
and yet he had as true a ſenſe of God and Religion, and 
x asplentiful Effuſions of the Spirit ro {apply fach a Want, 
as any of us can pretend to. But alas! it would not be 
only a temporary Deprivation that we ſhould bewail 3 
for whoever now ſhall attempt to bring back King Famer, 
docs as much as 1n him lies, to cnt oft both himſelf and 
11s Poſterity from the ſolemn Publick Worſhip of God 
for ever. And altho I know God can ſupport under 
any Condition, yet they will 'tind a great deal of diffe- 
rence between thoſe Sufterings they wiltully bring upon 
themſelves, and thoute which are of: God Alnighty's lay- 
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ing : For I can ſecurely reſt upon his Word ; for I know 


- *rhat he x faithful, and will not ſuffer us to be be tempted 
_ above that we are able, but will with the temptation make a 


way to eſcape, that we way be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
But it we will not eſcape when he affords us the Means, 
What Pronnle 1s there either of Support or Delverance 
from thoſe Dangers we wilfully bring upon our ſelves? 


© And'*twill certainly be very juſt in God, ro ſuffer us fall 


under that Ruine we have courted, 11 which, I doubt, 


we ſhall have very little comfort ; for 'tis not'the Sutfer- 


ings, but the Cauſe, that makes the Martyr. Therefore 


I beg leave to conclude with the Words of St. Par, 


2 Cor. 6.1, 2,3. and beſecch gon that you receive not the 
Grace of God in vain; for as God may truly ſay, be has 


heard us in a time accepted; in the day of ſalvation he hath 


ſucconr 4 HS 5 {0 may | alto, Behold. now is the accepted | 


tine, Bebol1, now is the day of ſalvation. And let us all 
be careful that we give no offence in any thing, that the Mi- 


_ #iſtry be not bl.:1cd, Bur that we may all with one Heart 


and one Month bleſs God for his wonderful Delive- 


= zance, and pray for the Proſperity and long Life of King 


VILLIAM and Queen MARY, whom God grant 


"4 "If 3 £44 A J1PP7? 
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